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Location,/Hachioji City, Tokyo
Owner,/ Tokyo
Architects,/Sachio Otani & Associates
Nihon Sekkei, Inc.
Daiichi-Kobo Associates
Contractors/“Aoki Construction Co., Ltd.
Asanuma-Gumi Co., Ltd.
JDC Corporation
Fujiko Co., Ltd.
Tateishi Construction Co., Ltd.
Tobishima Corporation
Mitsui Construction Co., Ltd.
Sato Kogyo Co., Ltd.
Tokai Kogyo Co., Ltd.
Dai Nippon Construction
Konoike Construction Co., Ltd.
Daiho Construction Co., Ltd.
Ito-Gumi Construction Co., Ltd.
Penta-Ocean Construction Co., Ltd.
Fukuda Corporation
Nishi-tokyo Contractor’s Association
Haseko Corporation
Chizaki Kogyo Co., Ltd.

Tokyo Minamitama Contractor’s Association

Shimizu Corporation

Completion Date,/March, 1991
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Before the 1991 move to this new campus (about 30
hectares of developed land) west of Tama Newtown, Tokyo
Metropolitan University occupied two urban campuses: the
literary departments were located in Meguro Ward in the
center of the city, and the science and engineering depart-
ments were in Setagaya Ward. The entire university is now
united in its new suburban facilities.

Sachio Otani & Associates were in charge of the basic
plan for an undertaking that involves 30,000 m’ of floor area
and construction costs of 57 billion yen. The remaining
design work was divided between two organizations. Nihon
Sekkei, Inc. was responsible for twenty-four facilities and
the campus plan, including external structures. Daiichi
Kobo Associates designed six facilities, including the Inter-
national Exchange Building, the library, the gymnasium,
and student dormitories. Taking the irregular topography
into consideration, all of the designers cooperated in efforts
to restore the once richly planted hilly site to its original
natural beauty.

The campus is accessible from the Minami Osawa Sta-
tion on the Keio Railways. University Plaza lies immedi-
ately inside the main gate, with its Tower of Light. A mall,
which is the main traffic artery of the whole campus, runs
eastward along a ridge of east-west oriented hills. The
university administration building and the literary class and
study rooms surround University Plaza. A steel-frame
gallery leads from this zone to the student center, library,
museum, and International Exchange Hall in the so-called
Interchange Zone. Beyond this region, which serves as a
buffer zone, are the departments of science and engineering
and their laboratories. Gymnasium and playing grounds are
located at the easternmost end of the mall.

Educational and study facilities designed by Nihon Sekkei
constitute the major part of the campus. All of these build-
ings, whether high- or low-rise, have roofs covered in flat
red tiles and walls clad in pale-gray tiles patterned to suggest
pottery of the ancient Jomon period. The somewhat old-
fashioned, calm atmosphere resulting from these forms and
materials recalls university campuses of the days prior to
World War II. Interestingly this reflects deliberate efforts to
establish a style that, having abandoned Modernism, con-
centrates on historic continuity and restatement. This trend
became still more pronounced in Nihon Sekkei’s later
designs for an old-fashioned Dutch-style theme park called
Huis ten Bosch in Nagasaki Prefecture.

In contrast, all of the buildings designed by Daiichi Kobo
have flat roofs and represent the desire to develop a new
design that is heir to Modernist concepts. Although it can-
not be said that completely satisfactory harmony has been
achieved, the contrast between the two approaches gener-
ates tension and stimulus in the campus as a whole.
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