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Location,” Shinjyuku-ku, Tokyo

Owner,/ Tokyo

Architect,/Kenzo Tange Associates

Contractors,/Taisei Corporation
Shimizu Corporation
Takenaka Corporation
Maeda Corporation
Nissan Construction Co., Ltd.
Matsui Construction Co., Ltd.
Ohki Construction Co., Ltd.
Odakyu Construction Co., Ltd.
Katsumura Construction Co., Ltd.

Tokai Construction Co., Ltd.

Tokyo Construction Common Facility Coop.

Co-Operative Of Tochuken
Kajima Corporation

Obayashi Corporation
Nishimatsu Construction Co., Ltd.
Sumitomo Construction Co., Ltd.
Tomoe Corporation

Ishihara Construction Co., Ltd.
Shiraishi Construction Co., Ltd.
Shin Construction Co., Ltd.

Keio Construction Co., Ltd.
Koshin Construction Co., Ltd.
Kumagai-Gumi Co., Ltd.

Toda Corporation

Tokyu Construction Co., Ltd.
The Zenitaka Corporation

Fujiki Komuten Co., Ltd.

Nitto Construction Co., Ltd.
Yozya Kenko Co., Ltd.

Daiwa Construction Co., Ltd.

Completion Date,/March, 1991

A BE—ATFEEEIRLE(S right: West side of the 1st metroporitan office.
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HRHAFENOBRLGEBELTE | FTELE2FE%#5  Civic plaza in front of the city council.
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B—ARTEAE#HS Large sized conference hall of the 1st metropolitan office.
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The design of Kenzo Tange Associates, was selected in
a designated competition in April, 1986. After the comple-
tion of working plans, construction began in March, 1988,
and ended in March 1991—only three years later.

A complex of three organically connected buildings—
first and second metropolitan office buildings and the city
council building—straddles three blocks in the Shinjuku
urban subcenter and incorporates such other public facili-
ties as a civic plaza and exhibition hall. This super-block
development undertaking is closely connected with the sur-
rounding district and with Shinjuku Central Park.

The city-council building faces the semicircular civic
plaza. Connecting this building with the office tower by
means of an aerial passageways generates tense, dense
urban spaces. Dividing the upper reaches of the first office
building into twin towers emphasizes vertically and pro-
duces a major symbolic silhouette in the skyline.

Exterior cladding of tonally graded granite set in precast-
concrete panels creates pictorial effects. Sculpture and
paintings strategically placed both inside and outside the
building help inspire pleasure both delight and a sense of
familiarity.

Interior planning carefully connects office spaces for a
complex of numerous metropolitan functions and ensures
comfort and safety in the upper reaches of the towers. In
addition, it takes into consideration further increases in
office automation and the need to serve as a nucleus for
metropolitan information and disaster-prevention centers.
These factors in combination with the latest energy control
technology makes these buildings examples of the finest in
so-called intelligent architecture. Of course, this is made
possible by a distinctive superstructure employing steel
frame above ground and a combination of steel-frame and
reinforced concrete underground.

Although it involved complicated joint ventures, the
construction of this vast complex was safely completed in a
relatively brief period. Ingenuity and effort on the part of all
participants in the joint ventures were important, but the
achievement would have been impossible without trust and
cooperation among the members of the unified team com-
posed of client, designer, and contractors. Representing
the ultimate possibilities of contemporary society in Japan,
the Tokyo Metropolitan Government Offices are a worthy
monument to twentieth-century Japanese architecture.



