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Aerial view.
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Part of a redevelopment plan for the Azumabashi 1-chome
district, on the bank of the Sumida River, these buildings
stand on the north side of 2.6 hectares of land once occupied
by a factory. After authorization to treat the project as a
unified complex was obtained, three parties, one of which
was Sumida Ward, proceeded to initiate and complete the
undertaking. Use of land and architectural composition
reveal that, in addition to functioning as official offices, the
project serves as a basis for the revitalization of the whole
ward.

Unavoidably an express highway visually separates the
site from the river. Nonetheless, out of consideration for
ward environmental design, the buildings have been inte-
grated with an open space extending to the river banks.

Relaxed and familiar access to the building from the first-
and second-story levels contributes to a sense of wholesome
liveliness and animation. The spatial composition of the
region around the atrium—that is, the space between the
low-rise Riverside Hall and the administrative office
tower—establishes continuity with the exterior, thus setting
a good example for the lower part of the high-rise govern-
mental architecture of the future.

The tower floor plan consists of a core in the west corner
and large offices spaces (span of 26.6 m) free of structural
posts. On each floor, varying positions of passages from the
elevator hall to the offices according to room depth greatly
enhances functional flexibility. The planning reveals admir-
able treatment of escape routes in the core and attention to
disaster-prevention measures.

Since the complex must serve as a local disaster-preven-
tion base, safety requirements are more than usually strin-
gent. In this connection, a reliable rigid foundation (wall
pilings), tested weld-penetration of the box-form steel posts
in the tower, and superior construction supervision deserve
great praise. Full reflection of the designers’ intentions at
the construction phase reflects in the use of a double-slab
aquathermal-storage heat-pump system and in stainless-
steel curtain-wall surface finishing. These technical aspects
are highly praiseworthy in architecture in which the public
aspect is stressed.

In case of something like a major earthquake, the Sumida
City office will become a local disaster-prevention center. It
therefore includes an information center as the nucleus of
ward disaster-prevention undertakings. In other words, the
complex is fully prepared to function splendidly under both
ordinary and extraordinary conditions.
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