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Location,”Minato-ku, Tokyo
Owners,” Shimizu Corporation
NTT Urban Development Corporation
Towa Unyu Soko Co., Ltd.
Masuda Laundry Machinery Co.
Kayo Electric MFG. Co., Ltd.
Mitsui 0.S.K. Lines, Ltd.

International Container Terminal Co., Ltd.

Architects,/ Shimizu Corporation

NTT Urban Development Corporation

Contractors,” Shimizu Corporation
Kyoritsu Construction Co., Ltd.
Completion Date,January, 199
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Flanked by the Japan Railways and an express highway and
facing the Shibaura Canal, the site is in a typical waterfront
neighborhood of factories and warehouses. Before redevel-
opment, connections with adjacent city districts were
tenuous; and the site itself was bisected by a ward street. A
redevelopment program called the “Shibaura Waterfront
District Speciffic Project,” compiled in 1984, included a
whole series of projects—the Shiba Detached Palace, the
Tokyo Gas Building, and the Toshiba Building—in an admi-
nistration-sponsored Network of Water and Greenery. The
aim of the undertaking was to create a revived city center
friendly to the needs of daily human life. Great expectations
were placed on Seavans as the final stage of the project.

The planning called for repositioning the ward street on
the canal side of the site to produce an integrated plot of 2.7
hectares. Seventy percent of the site has been left open land.
Automotive and pedestrian traffic lines have been clearly
separated. Vehicular traffic from the old ward street now
moves along the new canal-side ward street. Pedestrian
traffic moves either through the atrium in the center of the
site or along the planted tour walk along the canal.

The building complex consists of twin towers (98.8 m)
with a glazed atrium building (100 m long) between them.
The towers face each other but are aligned at 45 degrees to
the surrounding streets. Lying along the wide curve de-
scribed by the Japan Railways lines between Hamamatsu-
cho and Tamachi stations, the buildings mark a point of
transition in the nature of the greater city. Their diagonal
placement effectively solves problems connected with wind
damage, radio-wave obstruction, and visual confusion with
neighboring buildings. Moreover, it makes possible the
creation of two spacious plazas: Hill Plaza, which leads to
the city streets on the Hamamatsu-cho side, and Waterside
Plaza on the canal bank.

These varied, entertaining, exterior spaces attract and
please the general public. Especially noteworthy are the
green path and embankment in Waterside Plaza. In the
past, canals formed a major Tokyo commercial distribution
network. Facilities like Waterside Plaza enable this canal to
play a major part as a modern urban amenity.

The general public is free to pass through the full-height,
vaulted, and glazed atrium (30 m tall, 20 m wide, and 100 m
long) that replaces the ward pedestrian street between the
two towers. Eating and drinking establishments, service
organizations, and shops along the west side of the atrium
serve the needs of both Seavans employees and local citi-
zens from an extensive neighborhood. Thermal and humid-
ity control systems and disaster-prevention planning
provide effective support for this vast interior environment.

The upper reaches of the two towers are faced in glass
curtain walls; to the level of the fourth stories, however,
they are clad in stone reminiscent of townscapes of the past.

The composite ownership of the buildings deserves
special commendation. Participating in building supervi-
sion are, in addition to businessmen, designers, contractors,
and tenants. Moreover a large number of artists and other
cooperating parties were included in the design team.
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