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CRYSTAL TOWER

Bty KBRAFRBRAT R REKR | -2-27 Location,”Chuo-ku, Osaka Prefecture

BEE HMASHH P IHEE Owners,Takenaka Corporation
MASHBABELT > The Asahi Building Co., Ltd.

ETE /MRS P IBERE Architect,” Takenaka Corporation

BIE/ RSP IEE Contractor,/ Takenaka Corporation

% T,1990% 8 A31H Completion Date,/August, 1990

KB AR L =L  Distant view through the Osaka Castle Park. - R{EISMER  right: East side.
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Located at the confluence of the Hiranogawa and Neyagawa
rivers, which flow through the eastern part of Osaka, the
Osaka Business Park development region is a future-orient-
ed business city in itself and enjoys sites much more spaci-
ous than are generally available in Japanese cities. The
richly planted neighborhood is adjacent to Osaka Castle
Park. Whereas the evolutionary structure of the city of
Osaka itself follows a north-south axis, Osaka Business
Park, with its cultural, governmental, and business func-
tions, lies along an east-west axis connecting Osaka Castle
Park and the island known as Nakanoshima.

Crystal Tower is located at the westernmost edge of
Osaka Business Park, which is composed of five super
blocks. The open public space around the tower base (85
percent of the site) skillfully realizes the planning ideal of a
business city in setting of fountains and planting suggestive
of groves of deciduous trees.

Although somewhat monotonous, the homogeneous
geometrical curtain wall of special blue mirror-glass makes
good use of transparency to harmonize with neighboring
high-rise towers and the trees and lawns of the castle park.

Office buildings today are required to do more than pro-
vide efficient, economical, operational spaces. They must
produce spaces for intellectual production and comfortable
living-spaces available twenty-four hours daily. In this con-
nection, Crystal Tower has many valuable suggestions to
offer.

First, taking Scope and Creativity as their by-words, its
designers have pursued novel office functions and spaces
for a new age. The naturally illuminated spaces around its
core and its office spaces with 2.8 m ceilings based on a
3.6 m grid are likely to make Crystal Tower a prototype for
future buildings of the same kind. To deal with environ-
mental control, information networks, aseismic require-
ments, and labor reduction, it employs only the most
sophisticated technology.

Rational design is supported by meticulous technology to
create a lucid plan and to eliminate ornamentation. In a
most unusual departure, a single enterprise is client, de-
signer, and contractor. This arrangement made it possible to
consolidate forces to produce a praiseworthy, high-quality
office-building prototype.



