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mfl2% General view of the south side.

Location,/Chiba City, Chiba Prefecture
Owner,”Makuhari Techno Garden Co., Ltd.
Architects /Shimizu Corporation
Nippon Steel Corporation
Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Corporation
Contractors,/ Shmizu Corporation
Nippon Steel Corporation

Kawasaki Steel Corporation

Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Corporation
Completion Date,”April, 1990
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A leader in its field and one of the largest development pro-
jects of its kind in Japan, the Makuhari new urban sub-
center has become a center of both domestic and interna-
tional interest. The enterprise was designated as an initial
application of legislation pertaining to the life style of the
population.

In keeping with the technological revolution, interna-
tionalization, and intensified reliance on sophisticated
information, Makuhari Techno Garden is a large complex
integrating the latest technology industries and business
research-and-development functions. A planning and study
committee drawn up by Chiba Prefecture and private enter-
prise deliberated the project for a year before compiling
development concepts and policies. The lucid conditions
the committee established played an important part in
enabling this project to succeed as the first undertaking in a
new business-development district.

The site of Makuhari Techno Gardens is a rectangle
(about 270 by 170m) in front of the Japan Railways Keiyo
Line Kaihin Makuhari Station. A research center with 98
lodgings rooms, a CPU center, and a research-and-develop-
ment center with lodgings are arranged with 2 office towers
(25 stories each) in an L. In front of the L are shops, restau-
rants, a plaza, and an atrium. Behind it are an education
center (4 stories) and the Tokyo Electric and Power regional
heating and cooling center. The glass-covered truss struc-
ture of the atrium thrusts toward the center of this complex
of 7 buildings (210 thousand m?). A richly planted and natu-
rally illuminated place where people can relax and enjoy
themselves, the atrium establishes continuity with the exte-
rior plaza garden. Like the atrium, all gardens in the com-
plex function as connectors among heterogeneous spaces.

Government restrictions required that anything built on
this land must be completed 3 years after purchase. Con-
sequently, the actual construction period was limited to 28
months. As seaside reclaimed land, the site was subject to
salt damage and strong winds. These factors had to be taken
into consideration in construction systems. Labor shor-
tages necessitated reliance on units and systems to mini-
mize the number of workers required. Limiting costs to
guarantee good business sense was perhaps the most diffi-
cult problem. But the people in charge overcame all these
trials.

It is estimated that 10 thousand people—most of them
under 30 years of age—work in the building. A full range of
amenities enriches their working life and provides oppor-
tunities to challenge the twenty-first century in creative
ways. Through close collaboration, client, designers, and
contractors have achieved their aim of creating a building
that will trigger further growth in the Makuhari urban
subcenter.
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