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Tokyo

Location,”Minato
Owner,/NEC Corporation
Architect, /' Nikken

-ku,
Sekkei,

Obayashi Corporation

Contractors,”Kajima Corporation
Completion Date,January,
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The NEC Corporation started business in the vicinity of the
Japan Railways Tamachi Station, not far from this new tow-
er, erected to celebrate the ninetieth anniversary of the
firm’s founding. It is hoped that the building will promote
closer relations between NEC and the neighborhood. The
plan of the tower both symbolizes the current era and fore-
sees the future.

A three-stage structure characterizes the building. An
atrium in the bottom office stage brightens the comfortable
working environment. A large opening penetrating the plan
horizontally between the bottom and middle stage drasti-
cally reduces the wind damage that usually occurs in the
vicinity of high-rise buildings. Cheerful and well-lighted
office spaces connect the east and west cores in the middle
stage. The upper stage, which houses conference rooms and
executive offices, commands splendid views.

A second major characteristic of the tower is its struc-
ture, which consists of a super-frame into which light-
weight secondary frames for individual stories are fitted
independently.

A novel equipment-management system is the third
characteristic. Below the windows on each story are open
wiring ducts to accommodate changing demands caused by
current office automation and future expansions. Air-flow
windows are fitted with automatic electrically operated
blinds, and the air conditioning system is highly decentral-
ized.

An urban compound within the city, the NEC tower
represents diverse technological experiments and the ulti-
mate in contemporary coordination. Such things are the
source of its architectural individuality. Gentle in relation
to the surroundings, its expression is the mainstay of the
working environment, a new landmark for the whole city,
and a model for architecture of the future.

A system of special city-district specifications made it
possible to erect a high-rise tower while leaving half of the
site open to harmonize with the region and become a core
for local revitalization. Citizens of the region are very
pleased with the numerous large trees planted in this open
zone.
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