BCS PRIZE WORK

HARZY X T grty/ R—GEEAE)

NIPPON CONVENTION CENTER(MAKUHARI MESSE)
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HAESHBERI R w2 F— Nippon Convention Center, Inc.
+&, /MRS HIERSETEEBAT Architects /Maki and Associates
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BEEESIKASH KajimaCorporation
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A pioneer in the development of the Tokyo waterfront, the
Makuhari new urban subcenter makes full use of its excel-
lent location and circumstances with the aim of becoming
an international information headquarters. Its central fea-
ture, the Nippon Convention Center (Makuhari Messe) pro-
vides a single locale for encounters among human beings,
material objects, and information. One of the largest
(130,000 m?) facilities of its kind in Japan, it occupies a site
of 17 hectares, within which are integrated huge interna-
tional tradefair display spaces, a multipurpose auditorium,
and an international conference center.

The 3 main facilities are aligned north and south of a
mall 530m long that penetrates the site east and west. Pedes-
trian traffic and energy-flow are concentrated in this mall,
which is the backbone of the whole plan. Visitors move
along the second-story level so as to avoid conflicts with
transportation of goods and products on the ground level.
The semi-outdoor second story of the mall is open and
bright with natural illumination. Its glass shutters may be
left open for the sake of ventilation.

The building housing the international display rooms
project a novel image. A striking element in the landscape,
its gently curving, kilometer-long roof imparts an ample
sense of uplift.

With a diameter of 90m, the circular multipurpose audi-
torium (called Event Hall) establishes a scale relation with
the display rooms, in front of which it is located. In the hope
of further amplifying the soft aspects of overall manage-
ment, Event Hall has strong directionality and independ-
ence. In addition to sports matches, concerts, and shows of
many kinds, it can accommodate the diverse events inevita-
ble because of the composite nature of the whole complex.

In contrast with the subdued color schemes of the dis-
play rooms and Event Hall, the international conference
center stresses brilliance and a handmade look. Often
assemblies of low-rise buildings on the scale of this conven-
tion center run the danger of being efficient but monoton-
ous and unexpressive. In this case, the danger has been
averted by using a variety of forms to create a space for

-direct encounters among people and between people and

things. These forms include the soaring silhouette of the
roof of the exhibition rooms, the gleaming silver dome of
Event Hall, the various articulated masses of the interna-
tional conference center, the plaza with the vermilion
entrance canopy, and the sculpturesque staircases and
plazas of the deck.

Outstanding powers of planning, design, and technical
skill combined to triumph over a strict 3-year deadline for
this vast project and to produce architecture demonstrating
inventiveness in design, construction, meticulous detail
work, and sense of materials.
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