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TOYAMA SHIMIN PLAZA

et /& IR E I AFHE 6 Location,”Toyama City, Toyama Prefecture

BET MASHELUGTRE TS Owner,/Toyama Shimin Plaza

REHE /A SHER ST EEBEH Architect,”Maki and Associates

BIE MBI ERASH Contractors,”Sato Kogyo Co., Ltd.
HA S IE A Konoike Construction Co., Ltd.
MEF I EMASH Hayashi Kensetsu Co., Ltd.
HARBZERA S Nihonkai Kenko Co., Ltd.
RS RS Kondo Construction Co., Ltd.
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Revitalization of the center of the city of Toyama is a major
local concern. When the site of the old civic hospital
became available, it was hoped realizing a well-established
idea for a civic plaza would detonate vigorous redevelop-
ment. Materializing the idea necessitated a new kind of par-
ticipation by the private sector in everything from construc-
tion to post-completion supervision and management.

Work has been realized to convert the road on the south
side of the park where Toyama Castle once stood into a mall
and to create a civic plaza on the west of the civic-center
site. All of this is part of the materialization of what is called
the Home Town Toyama 21-century Plan to provide the
citizenry with a better environment for living, working,
playing, and learning.

The heart of the Shimin Plaza composition is an atrium.
In addition to it, the complex offers a full range of skillfully
combined facilities including an art forum, a multipurpose
auditorium (seating 308), small versatile meeting rooms,
exhibition hall, gallery, fitness center, high-tech club, infor-
mation department, community center, study center,
foreign-languages school, book store, stationery store,
coffee shop and restaurant. Converging movement lines are
skillfully managed. Furthermore, the planning is arranged
on naturally fluid lines suggesting a pleasant excursion.
Although the complex is comparatively small, it demon-
strates an apparently nonchalant use of many innovative
devices.

The overall architectural design projects a sense of ele-
gant, gentle transparency brightening gloomy image of a
part of Japan where snowy winters are long and dark.

More than a mere aggregation of various civic func-
tional, the building establishes mutual relations and organ-
ic continuity among all its facilities, thus generating a
marvelous synergistic effect enabling people to enjoy using
and experiencing its thoroughly satisfying spaces.
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