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Location,”Kita-kanbara Gun, Nigata Prefecture
Owner,/Seiro Town
Architect,”AXS Satow Inc.
Contractors,” Toda Corporation
Obayashi Corporation
Kagata-Gumi Co., Ltd.
Ishii-Gumi Co., Ltd.
Completion Date,May, 1989
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Located about 20 kilometers east-northeast of the city of
Niigata, in Niigata Prefecture, on the Japan Sea Coast, the
industrial harbor town of Seiro has recently developed to
the point where it now accounts for most of the Niigata east
bay. This city center was built to satisfy the local demand for
public facilities for use especially during the long, severe,
winters. Combining 4 major functions, it has the merit of
compact easy-to-maintain amenities. This is important
since a public organization cares for the center.

A gymnasium with a judo training room and an audito-
rium (seating 700) with a fly tower stand on the north side of
the site. The civic center is on the southeast and the library
on the southwest of the patio in front of these two. These
functional blocks are connected by an appealing interior
promenade. Outfitted with a stage, the gymnasium can
serve as a multipurpose auditorium. Behind the spectator
seats on the second floor is a jogging circuit for use in the
long winters. The generous playing area is brightly lighted
by arc-shaped clerestories on all 4 sides. A patio and open-
ings on 3 sides make the skillfully planned judo training
room a bright, well-ventilated space. Wooden latticing
covers the lower segments of the walls. The remainder of
the wall space is concrete, but the superb chipped finish
produces a mood that is impossible to judge on the basis of
photographs alone.

Seating in the main auditorium can be rolled back to
create a parquet. Travertine and wood paneling have been
outstandingly well used in the production of a medium-
sized hall that is both warm and dignified.

The brightly lighted, glass-enclosed promenade is one of
the most attractive interior spaces. With its impressive con-
crete columns, it serves as an entrance lobby to the 4 major
facilities and is familiar place and a source of pride for the
townspeople.

From a distance, the most striking features of the exte-
rior are the blue mirror-glass and emphatic horizontal
white lines of the promenade and the stainless-steel dome
topping it. Upon drawing closer to the building, the viewer
loses sight of the dome and becomes aware of the blue-gray
tiles of the civic center and library. Once again, horizon-
tality is stressed, this time by mounded border tiles and
beautiful window lintels. The way in which the library and
city center have been connected and the use of the curving
patio colonnade are excellent.

This carefully planned facility is frequently used and well
cared for. The construction work—especially in the roof
flashing, the border tiles and the brilliant concrete work—
contribute greatly to the success of this excellent building.
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