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Location,”Chuo-ku, Osaka City
Owner,/Kurabo Industries Ltd.
Architects / Takenaka Corporation
Obayashi Corporation
Fujiki Komuten Co., Ltd.
Contractors,/Takenaka Corporation
Obayashi Corporation
Fujiki Komuten Co., Ltd.
Completion Date,”January, 1988
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IL~_X—%K—I) Elevator hall

14p51%BS#=E  Assembly room on the 14th floor

Balcony on the t4th floor
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Kurabo Industries, Ltd. (Textiles Co.) was founded a cen-
tury ago. The cultural achievements of its founder were
great, and the new Kurabo Head Offices Building has been
erected in the hope of stimulating still further successes in
this field in the century to come.

The site is located in Semba, a central part of Osaka,
traditionally noted for venerable commercial organizations
crowded close to each other. The old Kurabo building was
long a representative of this class one of them.

A broad road and elevated highway pass the site on the
front. The design takes 2 major orientations into considera-
tion. First is conservation in the best sense; that is, aware-
ness of the neighborhood in relation to the locality and the
history and traditions of the Kurabo Industries, Ltd. Second
is pursuit of the latest in functional efficiency for the sake of
future plans.

Tall windows, stone cladding, and a pitched roof contri-
bute to a facade that is calm and classical. Effective, novel
departures in the building appear, not in the facade, but in
the planning and the interior. In most high-rise architecture
of this kind today, office spaces are unobstructed by posts,
except for the massive ones that inevitably occur near the
walls. In the Kurabo building, however, postfree spaces are
truly postfree. The only apparent structural compensation
for their lack is a slight thickening of the exterior walls and
the core walls. In a building that is a square 31 meters to the
side with a height of 60 meters or 14 stories, these spaces
have been made possible by the use of a reinforced concrete
tube structure. For the sake of structural lightness, special
steps have been taken to deal with junctures between the
reinforced concrete and the steel frame. Floor beams are
steel with a fireproof covering. The clean-cut design pro-
vides visual spaciousness and makes all floor space avail-
able for use. Effective energy-conservation planning, in-
cluding insulation, thermal-energy storage, and new con-
solidated systems, cuts air-conditioning energy expenditure
to less than two-thirds normal.

In the elevator hall, granite columns from the old
Kurabo Building both provide tactile and visual symbolism
of the past and contrast with the new, curved colonnade of
the main entrance. Similar delicate design considerations
are evident throughout the building.

Enthusiastic cooperation on the part of the contracting
companies facilitated the completion of a building that pre-
cisely satisfies the requirements and wishes of the client.
Among the numerous instances of construction originality
is an improved method for wet installation of exterior stone
cladding. The new system called for preparing slender tube-
like drainage inside the joint to prevent blotching and dis-
coloration. This and other examples of innovative techno-
logical improvements are the mainstay of the precision and
consistency that characterize the whole building.
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