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SE5845  Part of the exterior.

Location,/ Chuo-ku, Tokyo
Owners,Kawasaki Teitoku Co., Ltd.
Nippon Trust Bank Ltd.

Archjtects/Sakakura Associates, Architects & Engineers

Sakakura International Co.,Ltd.

Mitsubishi Estate Co., Ltd.
Contractors,/ Shimizu Corporation

Toda Corporation

Nakano Corporation

Nishimatsu Construction Co., Ltd.
Completion Date,May, 1989
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Z > AKR—JL  Entrance hall.
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the 7th floor.

Main entrance of the office.
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Entrance.
Lobby on the 1st floor.
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Many people remember an imposing Renaissance-style
building on a major thoroughfare in the Nihonbashi district
of Tokyo. Erected in the twenties of this century as the
home offices of the former Kawasaki Bank, it later served
for many years as the main branch of the Nippon Trust
Bank.

When it became necessary to rebuild, the owners natu-
rally insisted that efforts must be made to preserve this historical
building in some way for posterity. At one time, incorporat-
ing a large section of the old building, unaltered, in the new
one was considered. But the designer insisted that, no mat-
ter what the value of the old building, it would be better to
design in such a way as tQ permit the new and the old to
blend in a novel way. With the approbation of both Kawa-
saki Teitoku and the Nippon Trust Bank, this idea became
the basis of the reconstruction plan.

Instances of successful combination of conservation
with the satisfaction of the functional needs of 2 modern
financial organizations may be seen throughout the build-
ing. For instance, the inclusion in the double-height
entrance space of elements from the former building—
columns and the original door frame—revitalize the old
while imparting a marvelous freshness to the new. Old
lighting fixtures in several zones and monumental pilaster
capitals incorporated in the design of the eighth-story roof
garden generate a similar mood.

When conservation of historically valuable architecture
is necessary, the current worldwide trend is to preserve—
often only perfunctorily—the whole building. In this in-
stance, however, the designer has adopted the novel
approach of incorporating details from the old into the new.
This policy was adopted out of consideration for the histori-
cal culture of the region and in the hope of creating architec-
tural individuality that stimulates the memories of the
many people familiar with this locality.

Bold use of large spans in the office spaces and a 2-story
suspension system ensures flexibility of interior spaces and
facilitates the use of design motifs. Curvilinear ducts in the
double-height first-floor space startlingly convert air-condi-
tioning equipment into modern art.

To the architects’ meticulous design and functional con-
cepts, the clients gratefully provided the understanding and
budget necessary to realize the image. The contractor too
played a vital role in its realization.

Careful dismantling of the old building and incorpora-
tion of elements from it in the new one were demanding
tasks. Furthermore, producing the high-quality architec-
ture all parties envisioned from the outset demanded scru-
pulous working plans for the realization of bold structural
ideas and intense consideration of nearby subway lines and
communal equipment troughs during construction.
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