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OKINAWA PREFECTURAL GOVERNMENT BUILDING MAIN OFFICE

PR7EH /8 EBRFEHRIG | -2-2 Location ~Naha City, Okinawa Prefecture

BEE /HRE Owner /Okinawa Prefecture

ETE MASH B ERELHRIEER Architects /Kisho Kurokawa, Architect & Associates
BRI SEIIE AAAE Cooperative Association of Architectural Design

MBIHE/ KRB SH and Supervision, Okinawa Prefecture
MR SHLEHE Contractors /Taisei Corporation
HRSHESHE Hazama Corporation
HRA S+ KR Kokuba-Gumi Corporation
AEEFIHEASH Oshiro-Gumi Construction Co., Ltd.
HA SR EHE Daishin Construction Co., Ltd.
BRGNS Higashionna-Gumi Corporation
KiBEIMA A Asahi Construction Co., Ltd.
KEEFHEASH Daikyo Construction Co., Ltd.
sLEE MR =4 Kounan Corporation

% I,1990% | BI7H Ko Construction Co., Ltd.

Completion Date ~January, 1990

AMSHE View of the north side. ABASMABS right:Part of the south side




6fs=REE Court on the 6th floor.
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65‘5[7.\3?% Reception room on the 6th floor.

BRKk—)L Prefectural hall. = oo
4ApseE®  Auditorium on the 4th floor.
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More efficient prefectural administration, activation of
local culture, and improvement of the neighboring urban
environment inspired the planning and building of new
Okinawa Prefectural Offices to replace those that, built after
World War II, had served the prefecture since it was
returned to Japan in 1972. The total project includes con-
struction of administration, prefectural-assembly, and
police buildings; landscaping of the whole site, including
the civic plaza; and scenic redesign. Kisho Kurokawa,
Architect and Associates, designed the administration
building. Nikken Sekkei designed the council building; and
Yamashita Architects and Associates designed the police
building. All 3 organizations cooperated on the overall
aspects of the project.

The exterior of the administration building, the major
element in the Naha city center, where banks, newspaper
companies, and airline offices are concentrated, impres-
sively suggests coexistence between history and the future.
Natural building and finishing materials in the lower part of
the building gradually give way to industrialized materials
in the upper zones. Similarly, the color scheme alters from
dark gray in the lower to white in the upper zones. Under
the bright Okinawan sun, the semicylindrical side walls and
triangular roof forms diversify architectural expression and
generate powerful symbolism.

Tangible manifestations of the architect’s intention of
expressing the coexistence of tradition and modernity are to
be found throughout the building: for instance the 5 lion
figures (shisa) in the entrance hall; details in the civic hall
reminiscent of the main building of Shuri Castle; Oki-
nawan lacquer and wall coverings of a traditional Okinawan
fabric called abaca (bashofu) in the governor’s office; bits of
foundation from an ancient guard gate arranged in the
patio; dragon columns and a copy of the main staircase of
the principal hall of Shuri Castle in the south garden; and a
curved Okinawan limestone wall facing the road on the
first-basement level on the west side.

The simple, logical plan of the administration building
employs two cores with parallel, staggered blocks on either
side of a courtyard. Fire escapes are located at each end of
each of the blocks. Open to a height of three stories, the
civic hall penetrates the plan north and south, thus contri-
buting to the kind of clarity needed in public architecture.
This arrangement is excellent in terms of function, main-
tenance, and safety in the event of disaster. Great care has
been devoted to ensuring that the office spaces, which
account for the majority of the administration building,
contribute to operational efficiency. Maintenance terraces,
pilasters, and beam-form louvers make office spaces more
pleasant by functioning as brises-soleil softening the glare
of the Okinawan sky and sea.
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