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Location,”Tokyo

Owner ~Mitsui Soko Office Building Corporation

Architect,” Takenaka Corporation
Contractor Takenaka Corporation
Completion Date ~March, 1989

*74Z8ETEY)  Lower part of the office tower.
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Waterfront park.
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%8BS NHEE Light-court of director's floor.

485H7 77 Cafeteria on the 4th floor.

ThF22%—I)  Entrance hall.

RE- -t  Tea house, Hirintei.
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KEIZO MATSUMURA

The Sumida River has a long tradition of importance to the city of
Tokyo. During the Edo period (1700-1867), it was lined with ware-
houses and commercial enterprises; and barges plied its waters. In
1883, the Bank of Japan first opened its offices in this part of the city.
And in 1909, the Mitsui company began operating warehouses along
the riverbanks. Its neat form reflecting in the water below, the new
Mitsui Soko Hakozaki Building (3 basements, 25 stories) focuses
attention on the Sumida region today as a center of international
business.

Ten years ago, the city of Tokyo instituted a plan to redevelop the
shores of the Sumida River. In keeping with that plan, this building,
in the district of Eitai bridge, near the mouth of the Sumida, replaces
the old warehouse image of the region with a bright foretaste of the
city or the future. In this way it represents a step in the direction of
the creation of a new, vitalized urban complex.

A number of steps were taken to achieve this end. First was the
construction of a super embankment to improve the hydrophilic
properties of the Sumida River for the sake of a more pleasant envi-
ronment. A mechanical wall was created for the provision of infor-
mation and energy. Double floors and the low-floor form are
employed throughout the building. Office and residential spaces
were built simultaneously. Large open public spaces are provided,
and the City Housing Integrated Design System has been used in
the creation of an oasislike environment blessed with ample water
and greenery. All of the facilities are contained within a building dis-
tinguished by a dignified, modest form and an exterior composed of
large, white, polished, ceramic tiles and single windows with alumi-
num sashes.

Although such was not the initial intention, the entire building is
now being used by the IBM corporation and 5,000 of its employees.
Instead of pursuing novelty, the design strives for a bright harmony
making a long-lasting contribution to the cityscape.

Representing a brilliant transition from the material-distribution
functions of the old Sumida warehouse district to the new interna-
tional-information distribution functions of an enterprise like IBM,
the building admirably solves problems of hydrophilic properties
and disaster prevention while unaffectedly and boldly looking for-
ward to still further stages of development.
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