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NIPPON FIRE&MARINE INSURANCE YOKOHAMA BUILDING
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Location,/Yokohama City, Kanagawa Prefecture
Owner,~The Nippon Fire & Marine Insurance Co., Ltd.

Architect ~ Nikken Sekkei, planners, architects, and engineers

Contractors,/Kumagai-Gumi Co., Ltd.
Tokyu Construction Co., Ltd.
Hazama Corporation
Tekken Construction Co., Ltd.
Completion Date ~March, 1989
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AFEHEHE L(F Ceiling of the public space.
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The new compound building for the Nippon Fire & Marine Insur-
ance Company preserves the exterior walls of the old Yokohama
Branch of the Kawasaki Bank, built in 1922, which formerly occu-
pied the site. Both the bank and the adjacent Kanagawa Prefectural
Museum (a designated Important Cultural Property) were damaged
by earthquake and fire and then again by fire during World War II.
But they have survived to become representative landmarks dear to
the hearts of the local citizens.

When rebuilding was announced, shops in the surrounding
district, the city of Yokohama, and the Architectural Institute of
Japan urged the conservation and reuse of the exterior walls. But
without the client’s understanding of architectural culture, a work of
this high quality could never have been produced. This project is
especially praiseworthy because of the complexities involved in sav-
ing the old exterior walls while solving the many complicated prob-
lems involved in a design for a building that must serve not only
computerized, intelligent offices for a damage-insurance company,
but also a group of shops. This was no instance of mere formal con-
servation. First of all, a harmony of contrast had to be maintained
between the stone-masonry walls and modern curtain walls. This
harmony intensifies the building’s impact on its setting and acts as a
detonator activating the surrounding commercial district.

The strongly apparent contrast between the masonry and the
curtain wall has been delicately balanced by treating the stone
lightly. Emphasized horizontal lines in the glass walls in the lower
wall inserted between the stone facades and in the upper zone of the
building and the similarity in shape between the arch over the front
door and the vault at the roof line illustrate the powerful creative will
that produced novelty while preserving the historical context.

Old parts for preservation were dismantled first and then restored.
This was made essential by the need to replace fire- and earthquake-
damaged stone with either sound old or newly prepared stone. The
materials were lined up on nearly ten thousand square meters of
ground for an extraordinary project of slicing, repairs, and other pro-
cessing. The contractor devotedly strove to ensure safety and seismic
resistance.

In short, this splendid new-style conservation and renovation pro-
ject reveals cooperative work among designer, contractor, and a
client with an understanding of architectural culture.
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