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KEEZV ARV

OTSU PRINCE HOTEL

FitEth BB KEMICHEDIEL-1-18 Location,~Otsu City, Shiga Prefecture .
BET FRERASH Owner / Seibu Railway Co., Ltd. I
A Et FTE=-#H-BE B Architects,”Kenzo Tange and URTEC » EEEREl T EE
BEEERIMASH Kajima Corporation ; C

BILE EERIKEAR4 Contractor ~Kajima Corporation
% T 71989%F 2 A28H Completion Date ~February, 1989
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EHEERE Standard guest room.
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All the diverse hotels the Prince chain has built and operates
throughout Japan fill social needs while making the best use of local
characteristics. Working as a team with the Kajima Corporation,
Kenzo Tange and URTEC, designers of the Akasaka Prince Hotel in
Tokyo, have planned a new Prince hotel for Otsu, a city famous for
its splendid view of Lake Biwa.

Occupying a spot commanding a sweeping panorama of the lake,
in a region that used to be a rundown edge of the city, the hotel is
planned to serve as a new tourist center. It must function as a
nucleus of daily living and culture for a city that houses prefectural
headquarters and is nextdoor to Kyoto. In addition, it must function
as a resort hotel on the scenic shores of a famous lake.

The high-rise block employs a one-side corridor plan providing all
guest rooms with unobstructed views of the lake. Both it and the
low-rise block, which houses the lobby and banquet halls, are semi-
cylindrical in form and positioned to oppose each other. They stand
on an axial line connecting the center of Otsu with Mount Hiei
nearby and are raked from the enter of the simple rectangular site.
This has the effect of softening the effect of the great glass panes in
the highrise block and of making Mount Hiei visible through slits in
the low-rise block.

The visual appeal of the hotel, a new local landmark, varies
according to the angle from which it is viewed, sometimes appearing
tall and wide and sometimes tall and slender panoramic views from
guest rooms and restaurants enliven the interior spaces in a way
highly suited to a resort hotel.

For tens of meters, the ground under the hotel consists of alter-
nating layers of very soft and slightly harder soil. It is therefore
virtually impossible to count on locating the high-rise block directly
on a layer of firm ground. Ingenious structural planning in the
subterranean structure overcame this difficulty. Measurements of
ground subsidence under the high-rise block have shown no
abnormalities.

Sound insulation in the guest rooms and feedback implementa-
tion in construction planning and architectural design indecate suc-
cessful teamwork between contractor and designer.
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