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[Special Award]TOKYO SUMITOMO TWIN BUILDINGS

Fr7EHD : R B R X H7)112-128-1 Location : Tokyo
BEI #IAHEREE Owners : The Sumitomo Warehouse Co., Ltd.
ERB LXK REHEAEH The Sumitomo Marine & Fire Insurance Co., Ltd.
RETE AT BEEE Architects : Nikken Sekkei, planners, architects and engineers ,
BIE EEEIHASH Contractors : Kajima Corporation
BASHTPIHE Takenaka Corporation
BKEEREASHT Shimizu Corporation
ERERHASH Sumitomo Construction Co., Ltd.
% T :1988%F2H25H Completion date : February, 1988
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ASHISE General view of east side.

Aﬁfﬂllﬁ West side.
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AFEE - 10 Lobby of the Sumitomo Marine & Fire Insurance Co., Ltd. : d ; ' ' : ’ 11BEA% Dining room on the 11th follr.

AT hTR%K—) Entrance hall. , 20BEL+ 7> 3 7h—JL Reception hall on the 20th follr.
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Sakae Omi, Kiyoshi Kawasaki, Kazuya Ayukawa

These two buildings, one the home offices of the Sumitomo
Marine & Fire Insurance Co., Ltd., and the other a tenant
building, constitute a redevelopment project for the Sumitomo
Warehouse Co., Ltd., which has been in operation among a
group of other similar facilities on the shore or the Sumida
River since 1920. An adult approach has skillfully employed
floor planning and design to reflect the different functional
and personality natures of the two in relation to placement and
environment planning. The buildings are thoroughly
computerized and systematized and have a centralized control
system to operate natural ventilation openings. Highly finished
design work has resulted in a balanced overall composition that
stresses function, safety, rationality, and convenience. In
addition to their technical excellences, however, the buildings
deserve high commendation for the outstanding contributions
the entire project makes to redeveloping and improving the
local environment. It is especially admirable that, while
private in nature, the project planning takes public aspects of
district redevelopment into consideration.  Often private
undertakings of this kind concentrate on effective land use and
pay less attention to making contributions to improving the
public environment.

Both owner-client and designer were concerned to make
this first major river-front building contribute to regional
development. This wish was the basic policy of their planning.
The following are some of the numerous ways in which the
project has made good use of opportunities to contribute to
the city environment. First it cooperated in the project to
increase the nighttime population of Chuo Ward by helping
with the widening of Yaesu Boulevard (Capital Highway 305)
and providing land for a new bridge to connect with the island
known as Tsukudashima. In addition, it offered cooperation in
the development of high-rise public housing developments in
adjacent regions and adopted a general planning system ensur-
ing that 55% of its own site would be open to public use. It
assisted in improving the local environment by means of
plentiful planting that harmonizes with the Sumida Embank-
ment. The front plaza, which is the main approach to the
buildings, is a two-layer structure with the upper level reserved
for pedestrian movement and the lower devoted to vehicular
movement lines. By clearly segregating pedestrian and vehicu-
lar movement, the plan made the front plaza another pleasant
Sumida-side place for rest and relaxation.
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