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Location : Hakone Yumoto, Kanagawa Prefecture

Owner : Tokyo Sekitei Co., Ltd.

Architects : Sakakura Associates Architects and
Engineers

Contractors : Kumagai Gumi Co., Ltd.

Completion date : July, 1987

Courtyard.
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Hiroshi Hara, Gun Sasaki, Iwao Funahashi

Built parallel on two levels on the steep northern slope of a
small valley in Hakone Yumoto, the Hotel Oh-an and the
Condominium Sakura virtually conceal themselves from the
surrounding scenery. From their interiors, however, they
command spacious views of the land, forests, and water of the
mountains soaring in front of them. In contrast to the neat,
simple exteriors, the interiors—especially those of the hotel—
reveal diverse and elaborate design techniques. This is the
generally accepted approach for buildings located in beautiful
natural settings.

As is dictated by contemporary conditions almost every-
where, the hotel and the condominium are designed with
houses or residential units as standard elements, which are
aligned or placed on top of each other. Under such conditions,
designers must seek to express diversity by varying the units:
In this instance, they have succeeded very well in the task.

Composite buildings are more troublesome than ordinary
architecture to design and build. In this case, the steep incline
of the site aggravated matters from the contractors’ viewpoint.
Success in such projects demands enthusiasm from all parties
plus understanding and knowledge from the client. These
buildings are classical examples of architectural concepts
shared by all members of a team.

Interior design and construction are of the most delicate.
Variation is to be seen in the paper and pulls of the sliding
fusuma panels, small furnishings, and lighting of all the tradi-
tional rooms (guest rooms, tea-ceremony rooms, and baths) in
the hotel. In spite of paradigms for parts in the interior designs,
all elements are fitted comfortably into ordered wholes. Today
society is at last beginning to welcome architecture of diver-
sity. Nonetheless, to be worthy of the name, such architecture
must be composed of elements reflecting superior design and
construction abilities. In that sense, both of these buildings are
outstanding. Moreover, they deal very well with the natural
environment while demonstrating a sense of mission in relation
to architecture’s cultural significance.
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