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Location : Tokyo
Owner : Toho Co., Ltd.
Architects : Toho Co., Ltd.
Abe Architects & Engineers
Takenaka Corporation
Contractors : Takenaka Corporation
Completion date : September, 1987
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Sakae Omi, Kiyoshi Sakurai, Kazuya Ayukawa

Associated with youth and romance in the earlier part of this
century, today the Hibiya district is an example of a pleasant
urban district in which separate spaces are established for
vehicular and pedestrian movement. As a result of a seven-year
redevelopment program conducted for mutual cooperation and
prosperity by local commercial enterprises, the Hibiya environ-
ment has greatly improved.

The effective redevelopment method entailed a “Regional
Planning System” for the entire region, including local organi-
zations, and a ‘Single-group Petition and General Design
System” for three sites. A mall and the second and third
basement levels of the three sites provide mutual connection
for pedestrians and vehicles. Miniature parks are used to
accommodate capacity shifts, and parking-lot entrances and
exits are concentrated. Such steps as provision of a regional
heating plant for all three sites promote equipment and facil-
ities concentration.

The low rise-blocks house fine shops, motion-picture thea-
ters, and television studios. The high-rise tower is a splendid
combination fashion building and intelligent office complex.
The numerous curved surfaces of the design add an enjoyable
note to an elegant group of extremely carefully designed
buildings that enliven their district.

The skills of the designers and contractors plus the trust
and cooperation of a large number of diverse clients made this
project a great success both as redevelopment and as an
architectural work of dignity and appeal that add a note of
modern chic to a district long famous for romantic associa-
tions.
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