RRR—L(BIG EGG)
TOKYO DOME “BIG EGG’

FR7EH R EB L X £ %1-3

BEX HASUHBERRZFT7 A

FEtE KA AEERET
MBASHITHIEIE

BIE ISP IEE

% T :1988% 3 B17H

ASE Aerial view.

66

Location : Tokyo

Owner : Korakuen Co., Ltd.

Architects : Nikken Sekkei, planners, architects, and engineers
Takenaka Corporation

Contractors : Takenaka Corporation

Completion date : March, 1988
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Hiroshi Hara, Gun Sasaki, lwao Funahashi

Because of its numerous television appearances and the
approximately 12 million people who visit it within the period
of a year, the Tokyo Dome already enjoys unprecedented
popularity and is used by as many people as a major train
station. The building would be of praiseworthy technological
significance if it merely functioned smoothly. Transcending
this limit, however, it has become a kind of subculture
monument.

Among its technological excellences, the control technol-
ogy ensuring postconstructional dynamic stability and interior
climatic stability is superb. Of course, there are other
pneumatic-dome-covered baseball parks in the world, but this
one demonstrates considerably more design refinement and
provides more pleasant total spaces than its predecessors. It is,
in other words, the product of refined techonlogy. And its
high quality is apparent in the design of the vast peripheral
eaves as well as in the main body of the dome itself.

Architecturally a roofed baseball park generates spatial
effects that differ entirely from those of open-air baseball
parks. The old fashioned ball park is metaphorically a vast
theater, but the addition of a roof converts the park into an
actual theater. The transition worked by the dramatic roof
framework produces a feeling of unity between spectators and
players and among spectators. Its architectural nature means
that such a park can accommodate functions other that those
of baseball. "

Structures serving large crowds of people require numerous
architectural considerations and group-control and administra-
tion techniques. Because of the extensive experience of its
managerial personnel, the Tokyo Dome is an excellent exam-
ple of smooth operations in this connections.

The Big Egg is an important element in the theater of the
city. In terms of content and form, it is unique among the
aggregations of mutually similar buildings around it. For this
reason it enriches the city. Its power of social influence
extends over a wide range including architectural technology,
urban theory, and theories of mass culture.
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