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FR7Edh 33 E B K E Mtk AKET1-441 Location : Omiya City, Saitama Prefecture
BEX BER Owners : Saitama Prefecture
BAR4mREEE R Nippon Life Insurance Co.
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Main auditorium.
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Kiyoshi Kawasaki, Keizo Matsumura, Toru Yamanaka

Saitama Prefecture, adjacent to Tokyo, expects considerable
development in the twenty-first century. In connection with
anticipated growth, the area in front of Omiya Station, in
Onmiya, a rapidly expanding Saitama city, is being redeveloped
as a center for industry, culture, and international exchange.
In the design of Sonic City, a compound, mulitifunctional
commercial and cultural center, connections with neighboring
urban districts were given special consideration. The results
are an outstanding example of the way in which three separate
functions—office building, hotel, and auditorium—can be
combined into a set of facilities well integrated with the life of
the surrounding city without hindering their individual func-
tions.

The approach line from Omiya Station is the main axis of
a skillfully placed plaza from which clear movement lines lead
to the individual blocks of the compound. The approach from
the main street to what is called Event Plaza strongly charac-
terizes the whole complex.

Am extremely efficient central core is used in the office
building, which is highly automated and computerized for
tenant convenience. Seating 2,500. the main auditorium is a
rich space outfitted with reverberation-alteration epuipment
for the finest acoustics compatible with the needs of a full
range of performances and events. Hotel public spaces and the
low-rise beock of the office building are skillfully united
structurally.

Special mention should be made of the many instances in
which the latest technological developments have been applied
to good advantage. For instance, to prevent deflection of
television waves, wave-absorbent materials are used in the
exterior walls.  Aseismic dampers have been installed to
minimize tremor in case of earthquake. And window-cleaning
robots are proving most effective.

A construction period of only 27 months for this large,
complex set of facilities—10 % less than the standard—was
made possible partly by computer-assisted planning. Construc-
tion accuracy and quality control were both on a very high
level. The whole project represents the great discernment on
the part of the client, creative talent on the part of the
designer, and technological skill on the part of the contractors
that is essential to the production of truly outstanding architec-
ture. It is to be hoped that Sonic City will long be admired by
the local citizens so that it can make a great contribution to
the development of the region.
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