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Location : Shiga-cho, Shiga Prefecture
Owner : Shiga Town

Architects : Masakatsu Tokuoka Architects
Contractors : Toda Corporation

Completion date : March, 1988
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Sakae Omi, Kiyoshi Sakurai, Kazuya Ayukawa

The town of Shiga-cho (population about 16,000) faces Lake
Biwa on the east and the Hira Mountains on the west. Created
with the aim of promoting local culture, this community center
houses both an auditorium and a health center. Cultural
auditoriums often fail to be used frequently and therefore lose
touch with the local people. This problem was a serious matter
of consideration from the initial planning stage of this institu-
tion. Combining three totally distinct functions—auditorium,
health center, and town branch office—in one building was
one step taking to solve it. The client—the town of Shiga-cho
—deserves great respect for undertaking to build an effective
municipal center involving complicated planning related to
budgets for all three functions, subsidies, property apportion-
ment, and official supervision.

The client wished to build a center that would combine the
cultural and health aspects of citizen cultivation while symbol-
izing town develoment. The designer accepted the idea and
concentrated the symbolic element in the design of the
entrance hall, which serves as a connective link between the
auditorium and the health center. In this location, because of
the heavy daily use it receives, the hall has an activating
influence on the whole building. On-site pouring of the
concrete for the elaborate details of its design was extremely
difficule. But the contractor performed his task with qreat
enthusiasm.

The relaxed, rhythmical overall composition includes
copper-clad gabled roofs that harmonize well with the sur-
roundings, as do the clear-lacquer-finished concrete and
ceramic tiles of the exterior walls.

Great consideration, effort, and affection were devoted by
client, designer, and contractors to the creation of this piece of
calm, refined architecture.
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