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MINAMOTO FOODS SHINBO FACTORY

FifEt—— B IR E LR RETIT—6 location————Toyama City, Toyama Prefecture

BEEXE— KAt R owner——————Minamoto Foods Co., Ltd.
KEILBRERTA architects—————Yuzo Nagata, Shunji Kitano and

BIE BRI RAR R e

T 19874 3 B15H contractors———Sato Kogyo Co., Ltd.

completion date—March, 1987

el &% General view from the north.

Rl 43  General view from the east.

70 71



Iding.

Ifare facilities bui

e

W W

EEd

J

North side of welfare facilitis building.

EIRLIES

(i

=u%
X

fi

B

and exhibition hall

Courtyard

A

¥ )

HEE B2 — 2

72

73



L

Exhibition hall

BERE

Bkt 22,902m:

R 8, 488m?

MEIRTHIAE 9, 480m?

G =8ka s 2 ) — bk - SEEE

BE=th T 1R bk 5RS

T EFBE

PR BIR D A5 —T v ITEEE (8

) 2 7—8R (T - 7277 v M &

ik SVEE D ASFREER X A Vs Y BERT

Wity ra

WEMLEY Btz —=2 K500 %4 v

—Ry b BECRHE NN =T — v EBEE
K 500X A4 vh—<_y b BE LKL

rarEy T IS —r TH K E

VUL R TRFORED  BE D RRE A

YMRECF=a2y 2 ) — MTKRLEP-II R

W RRRVP - 7 > REMEHIK IS K

=—FwRrFH—Ry b B ELZLE=

=z KF I b—r

25 BR D REE () RSB KSR
B KBSy r—YHEKRa A v (T
EHe— RO FTTar (Z2Dft)

F7:%  Exhibition room

BRA— /LI  Side wall in the exhibition hall.

R& 23— Visitors' course.
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REVIEW

With its serenity and clean, gleaming-white, ceramic-tile walls, this
building seems to belie the nature of a food-producing factory. It
is located in the new Shinbo enterprise district that is part of a
project to develop a technopolis in the vicinity of the city of To-
yama. About 20 business facilities are already located there.
The Minato company, which began as a manufacturer of a kind of
sushi employing the trout that once swam in a sparkling nearby
river, uses this building to house administration, production, wel-
fare, and exhibition departments.

After the basic concept of a factory oriented toward the twenty-
first century was determined, a year was spent in thorough inves-
tigation of basic production and administration systems. One of
the characteristic elements of the building and an attitude adopted
from the initial stage of planning is the desire to contribute to
regional promotion. This desire has taken the concrete form of an
exhibition hall in an archframe wing on the highway side of the
building. Exhibitions held in the hall, which is a symbol of the
entire facility, cover a wide range of topics including ancient trout
fishing, the production of trout sushi, history, dietary customs, and the
culture of Toyama in general. The factory certainly makes a con-
tribution to regional promotion through the 180,000 people who
are said to visit the exhibition each year.

Masahiro Miwa, Shoji Hayashi,Katsuo Fukushi

Refusing to be limited by established ideas about design and
putting expectations in the merit of free thinking, the client called
on architects from outside the prefecture. And he seems to each
with a different function and all skillfully connected by means of
the linear exhibition space, gardens, and other planted areas.
A high level of technological skill is demonstrated in such
things as structure and equipment systems designed to make the
production wing flexible enough to satisfy future functional needs
(major structure and an elevated-floor framework) and considerat-
ion of Good Manufacturing Practices. Design That is controlled in
everything from the whole to minor details and thoroughgoing unit
treatment of finishing materials are the factory’s most salient ar-
tistic features. The almost ascetic white tile cladding emphasizes the
building’s primary froms, binds the entire composition togther, and
produces architectural freshness heretofore never encountered in
food-factories.

Ingenuity and creativity were needed to finish the building in
nine months, including very cold, snowy winter. The local con-
tractor understood the intentions of client and designer and had
both the technical know-how and the willingness to carry out re-
search that made possible the completion of an excellent building.
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