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REVIEW

The planning for Garden Hills, a high-class apartment develop-
ment in Hiroo, Shibuya, one of Tokyo’s best residential and em-
bassy districts, began in 1972, when four major real-estate compan-
ies acquired a stretch of hilltop land that had formerly belonged
to the Japan Red Cross.

Public and private housing projects are numerous in Japan at the
present time. But a new problem parallel with replacement and
new construction is the provision of excellent—especially excellent
urban—residences reflecting changes in attitudes toward daily life.
Such provision is accompanied by many difficulties and was not
being widely undertaken in 1972, when this project got under way.
That is why Hiroo Garden Hills is more than a successful chal-
lenge to new difficulties. It pioneered a new pattern in the plann-
ing and management of long-residence, high-class, urban apartment
buildings.

A total of 15 high-medium-and low-rise apartment buildings
(1,181 dwellings in all) are arranged in 5 blocks along on-site
roads. Although the mood of each block differs slightly from that
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of all others, throughout all blocks several units of two or three apa-
rtments(standard of four or five rooms plus a dining-kitchen)to one
elevator are combined in a single building. Lasting from 1981 to
1987, construction was divided into eight phases. Tenants were
admitted to the buildings at the conclusion of each phase, but
planning and design remain consistent throughout the project.
Construction, a joint venture on the part of six firms, necessitated
great accuracy and the development of modern methods over a
long, and totally successful building period.

Putting almost all parking underground left more than 70 per-
cent of the site open for a wooded, hilly, quiet environment well
suited to the name Garden Hills.

All facilities are maintained and serviced on the basis of a cen-
tralized system. Strict privacy is preserved by means of an entry-
exit check system in each building. Consistent care cxerted from
the initiation of planning to avoid the kind of neighborhood con-
fusion that tends to arise in large urban developments has consid-
erably elevated the reputation of Garden Hills.
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