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TOKUSHIMA PREFECTURAL OFFICES
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#T 19864E 5 318 Nishimatsu Construction Co., Ltd.

completion date—May, 1986
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Council chambers building and administrative offices building
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REVIEW

A recent visit to the lively Tokushima Prefectural Offices, about
two years after its completion in June, 1986, proved that the build-
ing has brilliantly achieved its basic goal of serving as a symbol
of the prefecture and a place with which local citizens may feel com-
fortable and at home.

The project is a classical example of repeated, serious examina-
tions that lead ultimately to actual construction. Initial considera-
tion began in 1970 with extended research on the part of experienced
scholars and people knowledgeable in the establishment of fund-
ing regulations. According to the fundamental policy, determined
in 1979, the basic design was to be selected by means of a designat-
ed competition among six firms. The entries submitted to the com-
petition and the judging results were to be made public. Construc-
tion began in 1977 and ended in 1986.

The basic idea of the design was to continue the concepts of the
old, familiar prefectual office, designed by Riki Sano, while creat-
ing a functionally highly flexible space that the people of the pre-
fecture would readily understand and that would be oriented to-
ward the twenty-first century.

The building contributes to the improvement of the environment
by presering the outstanding riverside green belt whose union of
water and greenery is the basic historical characteristic of the
Tokushima landscape. Especially outstanding in this connection
are the richly planted parking lot on the side of the neighboring

Kiyoshi Kawasaki,Shoichi Sano,Toru Yarﬁanaka

national highway and the open tree-shaded approach. The symbol-
ic significance of the building is underscored by the dignity of its
reflection in the waters of the neighboring Shinmachi-gawa river.

Flowing naturally in parallel with the river, the building axial
line leads from the front entrance to the lofty entrance hall, the
elevator hall, the citizens hall with its skylight, the crossover pas-
sage with its clearstories, and finally to the high-ceilinged prefec-
tural council chambers. This axis, which is clear and easy to un-
derstand, characterizes the building’s excellent composition.

The bright, wide-span office spaces are planned to meet future
alterations in administrative needs.

Numerous technological developments were needed to realize the
intentions of the design. Most of them relate to improvements in
the durability of concrete to enable the building to survive a cen-
tury. Ten months of repeated test firings were required to produce
the right exterior-wall tiles to suggest the image of the ones that
faced the old prefectural office. The extreme accuracy in the instal-
lation of the scratch-finish tiles in concrete panels gives a good idea
of the consistent high-level quality control of the planning and con-
struction work. Extended cooperation among a knowledgeable cli-
ent, a designer eager to express the client’s wishes, and contractors
able to realize the designer’s expressions has made possible this out-
standing architectural achievement.
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