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REVIEW

In keeping with the wishes of the president of the university, the
site has been extensively planted;and the library has been designed
to blend with its natural environment and with the beauty of
the city of Kyoto. Moreover it is a quiet place where students can
take great enjoyment in using. Design steps taken to ensure this
effect are the exterior composition of glass and horizontal louvers
and the gently pitched roof. Various measures have been taken to
make the library bright and easy to use. The planning is in line
with what is called intelligent architecture and makes possible the
introduction of audio visual equipment for a new lidrary system.
All of the reading spaces are open to the outside and therefore u-
nited with surrounding greenery. The peripheral balcony facilitates
maintenance and provides escape routes in case of disaster.
Strict regulations were imposed on the project because the site

is in a scenic preserve zone. Furthermore, springs and meteorolog-

Sakae Omi, Takekuni lkeda,Hiromichi Sawamura

ical conditions result in such heavy moisture, that basement leak-
age waterproofing proved major problems. To resolve them, water-
proofing was applied to exterior basement walls and a trench was
run around the basement periphery for something like a natural-
ventilation system to help keep things dry. Instances of intelligent-
architectral planning for energy conservation include automatic ven-
tilation controls, simultaneous total thermal-exchange to make use
of exhaust heat, automatic control of daylight illumination, and
automatic light extinguishing by means of infrared-light sensors.

A number of problems complicate construction on a university
campus. First, roads used for construction equipment and material
are often used by students as well. In this case, care had to be tak-
en to protect existing trees. It is to the contractors’ credit that all
these difficultes were 'surmounted and that work was completed
without complaints from the university authorities.
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