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SHINJUKU INTERNATIONAL BUILDING
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General view from the east.

location

owner

architects

contractors

Tokyo

Nishi Shinjuku, 6-chome Chuo Chiku
Redevelopment Association
Mitsubishi Estate Co., Ltd.
Taisei Corporation

Ohki Construction Co., Ltd.

completion date—September, 1985
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BB OE@E South side view of the low-rise section.
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The realization of this complex building, part of a large-scale re-
development project in densely built-up Nishi Shinjuku, in Tokyo,
required more than a decade. Although the Water Department of
Tokyo Urban Prefecture controls major rights, ownership of the land
is complicated. With a large international hotel as key tenant, the
building is a compound of many functions and serves as a good model
for other facilities on the periphery of the Shinjuku cluster of
skyscrapers.

The designer made good use of certain restrictions imposed on the
pentagonal site—for instance, it was required that 1,650 square meters
be left open to public use—in the production of highly individualistic
architectural forms. The entire site periphery is open to pedestrians.
The building itself is divided into a low-rise block and an S-plan
tower, housing hotel guest rooms only; and 70% of all floor area is
either in the low-rise block or underground. The S-plan of the tower
both adds a conspicuous silhouette to the Shinjuku skyline and
breaks the monotony of long hotel corridors.

Contents of the low-rise block are divided into hotel functions and
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offices. A shopping arcade occupies the first-basement level. Water
and regional heating and cooling equipment are located in the low-
rise block.

In spite of the complicated nature of the building’s functions and
divided ownership, the designer has consistently devoted meticulous
attention to escape plans, safety, and administration and mainte-
nance. The successfully distinctive interiors of the hotel were
designed in cooperation with Kanko Kikaku Sekkei-sha.

The contractors too faced a number of problems caused by compli-
cated ownership and functions and new difficulties arising from the
S-shaped plan of the tower. They deserve special commendation for
the high quality of the finished product achieved in spite of these
hardships and of a three-month curtailment made in the construc-
tion period at the request of the hotel authorities. The building
employs a steel and reinforced-concrete structure through the sixth
floor. The rest of the structure is steel and concrete. Special light-
weight partitions were developed for high-performance sound insula-
tion in the flexible structure.
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