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TROPICAL DREAM CENTER
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B R BARREEHH Development Construction Division
BIE— XS TPITEE Nihon Architects, Engineers,

RaExKks and Consultants, Inc.

HA SRR EE contractors———Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd.
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#RAXESHHR=4 Tokyu Construction Co., Ltd.

BEEEIHMARH Kohatsu-Gumi Co., Ltd.

KA AN Ryozo-Gumi Co., Ltd.

EEREHXSH Kajima Corporation

FrT Rz AR AR Matsumura-Gumi Corporation

198512 B 27 H Kanemasa Construction Co., Ltd.
Ahagon-Gumi Co., Ltd.

completion date—December, 1985

TonERE L D@ RAE%2 R 5 View of the observation tower from the corridor above the wall.

#HEA X D4 General view from the observation tower.
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The seventy-seven hectares of land remaining from the Okinawa
Ocean Exposition, held in 1975, have been designated a national park
with the theme “Sun, Flowers, and Sea.” Occupying 6 hectares in the
central part of the park, Tropical Dream Center, with its 85,000
orchid plants of 1,700 varieties and 30,000 flowering and fruit-bearing
trees and shrubs of 330 varieties, may rank with the best botanical
gardens of the world in terms of content. In addition, facilities
composition and displays are varied and surprising enough to create
an appealing, dream-inspiring park at any season of the year. The
owner’s hope of providing a place where everyone may experience
the extraordinarily beautiful world of flowers and plants has been
fully realized.

The strong subtropical sunlight and high humidity of Okinawa are
propitious to plant life. But summer typhoons, winter seasonal winds,
and almost constant strong tidal winds are less favorable. The
designer of Tropical Dream Center has exerted considerable ingenu-
ity in dealing with the wind problem. One example is a freely curving
windbreak wall that, very carefully designed and wind-tunnel-tested,
blocks west and north winds while admitting sunlight from the east
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----------------- Keijin Kamino, Shoichi Sano, and Yu Kubota

and south. The wall composition and placement skillfully take
advantage of variations in site elevation while establishing spatial
divisions. The panorama it unfolds is beautifully punctuated and
symbolized by the dynamic forms of colonnades and a spiral obser-
vation tower.

Equally outstanding is the hothouse planning. Individual hot-
houses designed to suit the growth needs of the plants they shelter
are placed along the curving windbreak wall. Praiseworthy use has
been made of advanced technology in protection from wind and rust,
natural light and ventilation, temperature and humidity control, and
artificial illumination.

Specially fired brick tiles used to clad the buildings and the wind-
break wall express definite connections with nature through a local
kind of strength and beauty.

Succeeding in the construction involved in this project demanded
great effort. Following a meticulously worked-out plan, various spe-
cialist firms cooperated in an admirable and flawless fashion in the
architectural and external construction and the extensive landscap-

ing.
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