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TWIN 21

FrEh— AR ERW®E 2 —1 — location——Osaka City

BEF— M TEEKRSH owner———————Matsushita Investment
HEtE——— A S BERE and Development Co., Ltd.
MIE— BEERKRSH architects———Nikken Sekkei, planners, architects,

MASHTPIHE and engineers

HRXEtEeESHA contractors———Kajima Corporation
KEREHEHAEH Takenaka Komuten Co., L
HASHEKFHE Kumagai Gumi Co., Ltd.
HAXSHIEthAE Taisei Corporation
BKREEHA R Okumura Corporation
BIREEHRAS4 Konoike Construction Co., Ltd.

HR S AMIE Shimizu Construction Co., Ltd.
1986 £ 3 B 15 H Nishimatsu Construction Co., L
Ohbayashi Corporation
completion date—March, 1986

KB L ) 2 View fr setks Cais T » ' F - o 16 gallery ‘From the plas:
N3 FEEDH2 iew from the Osaka Castle Park. TS5 LN X% F51) —Al%KH 2% View of the entrance to the gallery from the plaza.
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MIDy 7 ¥ — MID theater on the basement floor.
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Osaka Business Park—a private undertaking that will ultimately
develop a new kind of urban subcenter similar in nature to Tokyo’s
Marunouchi and in size to the Shinjuku Urban Subcenter—is one of
the several revitalizing projects currently being carried out in the
Kyoto-Osaka-Kobe district and including a new Osaka International
Airport and an Osaka Scientific Research City. The future-oriented
Osaka Business Park (OBP) project, which will be owned by a small
number of corporations, will rely on sophisticated systematization to
create an urban image in a region amply blessed with greenery and
sunlight. Twin 21, which is part of this park, is operational twenty-
four hours a day and is redolent of a culture attuned to the age of
information and internationalization. It is both face of OBP and a
new symbol of Osaka.

Realizing the concepts behind OBP took more than two and a half
years of planning and designing and two and a half years of construc-
tion. During this time, a wide range of definite and often novel prob-
lems had to be solved. Among them were appearance in relation to
nearby Osaka Castle Park, regional volume placement, establishing
heights, conclusion of definite agreements on overall design and
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Yoshiro Ikehara, Masanobu Nakajima, and Hiromichi Sawamura

architecture, pedestrian decks, and so on.

Intensified use of the land facilitated planning for plazas and green
districts. In pursuit of a high percentage of open ground, a consolidat-
ed design system was employed, making it possible to ensure an
open-ground ratio of 50.2% and to increase the floor-area ratio from
400% to 485%.

Appearance was a major aspect of placement planning. It was
decided that two slender wings with open sky visible between them
would be less oppressive and overwhelming than one immense
volume. The axis of the composition, which is at 45 degrees to that of
Osaka Castle, symbolically generates a new urban scene. Design
treatment of the open space directed toward Osaka Castle and the
actively bustling atrium is successful.

Functionally clear, the two towers are readily identifiable to the
people of the city. The atrium provides a vibrant and fresh zone of
greenery and a shopping mall for people moving along Park Avenue.
The relation with the pedestrian deck in this zone deserves note. Put-
ting the MID Theater underground in one corner of an expanse of
greenery beautifies, vitalizes, and expands the plaza space.
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