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location
owner
architects

contractor

Shimukappu, Hokkaido
Sekihyo Seibaku, Inc.
Kanko Kikaku Sekkei-sha

Ohbayashi Corporation

completion date—October, 1985

Wil & D3 (Ferhst, 45 F13 1 T B TRBOMR) Distant view (middle on the left).
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[ Corridor between the two wings of the condominium.
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General view.
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A unit of the condominium.
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The site is a sweeping 1,000 hectares of breathtaking Hokkaido scen-
ery where sparkling rivers flow through gleaming plains and rolling
hills covered with larch and white firs. On this land is being planned a
resort settlement, unprecedented in scope in Japan and big and fresh
enough in size and concept to be worthy of its setting. Hotel, skiing,
golf, and tennis facilities provide everything needed for an overall lei-
sure-life. But the core of the entire project is the resort-condomin-
ium.

With its steeply pitched roofs, partly visible through the conifers,
and its simple, closed-looking walls faced in dark brown tiles, the con-
dominimum building preserves a nice balance between contrast and
harmony with the surrounding forests. The 3 wings, housing a total
of more than 300 dwellings, connected by enclosed corridor-passages
offer no disturbance to the natural setting. Indeed, the buildings
seem to emphasize the scale of the trees. The effect is the result not
only of architectural forms, but also of a placement among the trees
that makes carefully calculated use of open spaces and pools of sun-
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~~~~~~~~~~~~ Hisao Koyama, Hisashi Ogitani, and Takashi Nakajima

light. Large apartment windows, suspended bridge-passages, and
glazed corridors all command wonderful views of the deep blue-
green of the conifer groves.

The basic apartment unit is a two-story maisonette. Usually, a liv-
ing room space open the full height of both stories is put at the win-
dow end of a maisonette apartment. In this case, however, a plan
better suited to life in a resort setting has been skillfully evolved by
putting this two-story open zone at the front-door end and the
second-story bedrooms at the window end. Achieving this demanded
technical ingenuity and the use of a think-skin, rigid-frame structure
in the ten-story building. This success and finishing and planning in
terms of everything including insulation deserve praise.

The remote nature of the location greatly aggravated construction
difficulties, as did the importance of protecting the environment to
the maximum. Contractors born and bred on Hokkaido demonstrat-
ed their attachment to their northern home island in the splendid
way in which they triumphed over all these problems.
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