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location———0saka City
owner———  Osaka City
architects———0saka City Urban Redevelopment

and Housing Bureau

Nikken Sekkei, planners, architects,

and engineers

contractors

Konoike Construction Co., Ltd.
Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd.

The Zenitaka Corporation

completion date—December, 1985

Ohbayashi Corporation
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There are many outstanding public office buildings in Japan, but this
is one of the best. The Osaka City Hall impresses the viewer not
merely with its own architectural excellence, but also with a sense of
being a valuable piece of historical municipal property.

First, it matches its setting beautifully. Standing on the island
called Nakanoshima, in the center of Osaka, facing the thoroughfare
Midosuji, it occupies the site of the old city hall. Because of this loca-
tion, it must bear a burden of history much greater than what is
imposed on city halls built in completely new locations. Comparing
favorably with similar ensembles in other countries, the neighbor-
hood includes, across the street, the Osaka branch of the Bank of
Japan, a fine old library, a public hall, two rivers, and a park. Nonethe-
less, the new city hall not only becomes the central feature, but also
serves to elevate the dignity of the ensemble.

Moreover the process whereby the city hall came into being is
praiseworthy. Rebuilding was already under considedration in the
late 1950s. In 1958, a fund was instituted; and, for nearly thirty years,
the sincerest efforts were devoted to the idea of reconstruction on the
old site and to all of the various ramifications and difficulties
involved. The municipal building department worked over the func-
tional issues. Then five companies were selected to participate in a
designated competition to select a final design. Kenzo Takekoshi and
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------------ Masahiro Miwa, Takekuni Ikeda, and Keiji Yoshikawa

Togo Murano—both now deceased—participated in the judging.

Enthusiasm and mature thought exercised over an extended
period are evident in all parts of the building. Conditions stated for
the designated design competition included the following concepts.
The new city hall was required to be massive and dignified enough to
be a symbol of the whole city and to offer a maximum amount of
open space to the surroundings. Its site should be planted sufficiently
to enable it to harmonize with Nakanoshima Park; and, while provid-
ing the citizenry with a pleasingly open urban zone, the building
should enhance the appearance of the park. The splendid design of
the new building can be said to fulfill all of these conditions.

Although it has four times the floor space, the new building pro-
vides more open space on the two sides facing rivers than the old city
hall did. The ample depth of the front plaza accommodates various
events and makes possible long-perspective views of the building
itself. A combination of mass and abundant windows for good inte-
rior lighting results in a feeling of freshness. Planning is good in all
the offices, conference rooms, halls, and civic spaces. The simplicity
of the general office design results in overall brightness. The exterior
stone cladding and the interior finishing, which preserves something
of the mood of the old city hall, are both highly agreeable.
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