


LR 754 Prefectural Civic Plaza.
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The basic architectural planning of the center, which is set on an
ample site in a fine environment, employs lucid zoning centering on
a large (40 by 40 meters, open to a height of 5 stories) Prefectural
Civic Plaza immediately inside the main entrance. This space con-
nects with the other major zones, including main auditorium, sub-
auditorium, multipurpose hall (banquets and parties), international
conference hall, and restaurant, and their various ancillary spaces.

Designed both to facilitate smooth movement among the large
numbers of people who throng it when the center is in use and to
contribute to brilliance of mood before and after performances in the
auditorium, the Civic Plaza has already become familiar to the citi-
zens of the prefecture. This familiarity is intensified by the semiout-
door feeling imparted to the space by its multilevel, glass-skylight
ceiling.

Although the main aduitorium, which, seating 3,000, is among the
largest multipurpose halls in the country, seems too big for cultural
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and artistic purposes, because of the paucity of assembly spaces on
this scale outside major urban centers, it is being put to very wide use
for many different kinds of meetings.

In spite of the problems involved in acoustics in large spaces, a
number of steps have been taken to make the main auditorium both
handsome and functionally very effective. For instance, for the sake
of intimacy, sight lines to the stage have been shortened. In addition,
the four balconies installed to improve sound quality harmonize
beautifully with the stainless-steel grille acoustical wall in the rear.

Though it too is multipurpose in nature, the sub-auditorium
differs in mood from the main auditorium. It uses ribbed wood
panelling and calm orange tones evocative of the climate and scenery
of Ehime Prefecture.

The largely unadorned exterior expresses overall scale and spatial
functions in its forms and is clad in smooth, monochrome, dry-
installed granite.
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