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COOP BUILDING (Hotel New Otani Nagaoka)

Et—— FEEEETLET ) - § location———————— Nagaoka City, Niigata Prefecture
BEYr  HFeMa-—-TEN owners ———— Coop Building Co., Ltd.
ERTEXERES Nagaoka City Federation of Agricultural Co-
EBEtE B EEEESER operative Association
BMIE KR EEHA S architects—————— Choken Architect and Associates
BKESE S contractors——— Taisei Corporation
BT— 19845108158 Shimizu Construction Co., Ltd.

completion date— October, 1984
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REVIEW Sakae Omi, Masato Otaka and Keiji Yoshikawa

The east side of the Nagaoka Station of the National Railways has
been underdeveloped. It is now evident, however, that the uses to
which this land is put will play a large part in determining future city
development.

In 1972, when plans for the new superexpress train line were made
public, Toda, president of the Nagaoka Agricultural Cooperative
Union, realizing that changes in local society would necessitate alter-
ations in his organization, had the foresight to acquire 9,000 square
meters of land on the east side of the station. He then entrusted a
local design firm (Choken Sekkei; Architects and Associates) with
the task of working out a development plan that would stress both
public profit and contributions to regional society.

From the stage of land acquisition, not limiting themselves to
architecture, the designers have advised and served as general con-
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sultants in all development matters including everything from plan-
ning to management systems.

The building consists of shops, a hotel, and a theater plus a central
garden where local citizens may gather. These major elements are
organically bound together with a peripheral corridor resembling the
kind of covered alley (gangi) provided in this severe climate to ensure
easy access even when snow has piled deep.

Fourteen years after initiation of the concept, the profound mutual
trust of owner and designer, the desire to make an important contri-
bution to local society, and the enthusiastic participation of the
contractor and other members of the total team have made possible
completion of the Nagaoka Coop Building, a symbol of the town and
a good example of what can be done in redevelopment near railway
stations.
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