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location——— Tokyo
owner——— Japan Sumou Associetion
architects———— Kajima Corporation

Takashi Sugiyama, Architect and Associ-
ates

contractor—————— Kajima Corporation

completion date — Novemder, 1984
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REVIEW Keijin Kamino, Hiroshi Ichikawa and Yu Kubota

The great roof, with its beveled corners (said to have been the topic of
much debate when the design was being considered for acceptance)
and the modern, expansive, but inoppressive lower platform, which
makes the entire building seem to float, are the most impressive ele-
ments of the new national sumo stadium. Broad bands of three colors
enclose the entire building: the greenish-blue of the artificially
induced verdigris of the stepped cladding of the great copper roof, the
eaves over the entrance, and the gatehouse; the metallic gold of the
rooftop tower, the stepped eaves underides, and the brise-soleil
grilles; and the white of the ceramic tiles used in all the exterior walls.
This color scheme adds a bright and festive note to the urban setting
and proclaims the stadium as something very special.

The successful efforts of the Japan Sumo Association, the design-
ers, and the contractors to create a stadium that honors tradition,
looks forward to the future, and is a suitable home for one of the
nation’s most cherished sports are truly deserving of special com-
mendation.

The plan, which makes use of the site of a former National Rail-
ways marshalling yard, has an invigorating influence on the city envi-
ronment. The building is open to the general public to the maximum
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extent possible and houses a variety of functional spaces including a
sumo museum, sumo training rooms, clinic, front plaza, rooftop
plaza, main stadium, and lobby. Provisions for using the rooftop plaza
and other open zones as refuges in time of disaster indicate a forward-
oriented, public-spirited attitude.

The main stadium, which seats 11,000 around the centrally placed
ring, is covered by a great, umbrellalike, exposed steel-frame roof that
was technically demanding to create and that suggests the excitement
of those days when fans, carried away with the matches, seem to raise
the roof with their shouts and cries. Lobby spaces surrounding the
entire stadium provide exits connecting directly by means of escape
staircases with the rooftop plaza in an ideal solution to the problem of
evacuation in the event of internal disaster.

In addition, the building makes use of the latest technological
developments to provide for guests in the box seats, to promote the
comfort of disabled persons, and to collect rain water from the roof in
underground tanks for later use in toilets and lavatories.

To understand the true merits of the building, a mere examination
from the outside is insufficient: it is necessary to attend a sumo
match there.
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