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Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd.

contractor Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd.
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REVIEW Keijin Kamino, Hiroshi Ichikawa and Yu Kubota

In Tokyo, as in many other major cities of the world, revitalization of
downtown zones is a major concern. Before and after World War I,
the Yurakucho district of Tokyo was famous among the Japanese
people as a center for entertainment and journalism. Gradually,
however, urban restructuring became necessary.

A redevelopment plan for the region in front of the Yurakucho
Station of the National Railways, undertaken in September, 1980,
provided impetus for the formation of a cooperative body consisting
of three major private firms and the creation of a wholesome, new
Yurakucho, largely as a consequence of the rebuilding of the old
Asahi Newspaper Building and the famous complex of theates and
motion-picture houses known as Nihon Gekijo, or more familiarly,
as Nichigeki. The campaign to revitalize the district resulted in the
creation of this building, which has stimulated a new influx of people
and activity.

Success in a project of this kind, which sets out to stimulate con-
centration of high-level urban functions, is difficult to achieve under
governmental guidance. This extremely successful example of urban
redevelopment brought about by the endeavor of private enterprise
transcends the value of a single work of architecture and deserves
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commendation as an entire complex.

In the overall project, five motion picture theaters and two depart-
ment stores are combined in a way that seems to amplify tension
within relations of competition. The presence in the same complex of
the Asahi Hall, which serves as a venue for international conferences,
elevates the functional quality of the whole, which serves as a highly
active and important information-generating center.

A spacious pedestrian gallery on the first floor clearly separates the
two department stores. The open space above it extends upward
through many levels. In addition, the gallery serves as a buffer zone
dividing the total space of the complex into four blocks, thus clarify-
ing both functional separations and connections and serving as the
basis of the entire composition. Moreover, the space is important in
connection with disaster prevention in the event of fire in this vast
complex.

The planning concept is clearly expressed in two gleaming, beauti-
fully curved, elegant exterior surfaces. Minimizing outdoor adver-
tisements in a commercial building of this kind is indication of a
fortunate trend in the new urbanscape.
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