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YAMAGUCHI PREFECTURAL OFFICES

FrfE#——— O SR 1 - 1 location————— Yamaguchi City
BEF—  pne owner————— Yamaguchi Prefecture
mEtE Ln B EFEREEER architects———— Yamaguchi Prefecture
HX St BERET Nikken Sekkei, planners, architects and en-
BIE —HASHAME gineers
BEEEEAXSH contractors———— Ohbayashi Corporation
HRXSHTHIHE Kajima Corporation
HRXSEHE Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd.
MR RHBNAE Hazama-Gumi, Ltd.
BT — 1984 5 A3 B Konoike Construction Co., Ltd.

completion date—— May, 1984
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BEREKr—/) Hall

£#%  Conference room.
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REVIEW Sakae Omi, Masato Otaka and Keiji Yoshikawa

Although nearly a decade separates them, this office block and the
earlier conference hall, are a skillfully executed unity. A number of
factors aggravated the difficulty of carrying out this design. First, was
the need to fit the buildings into a beautiful natural environment.
Second was the presence in the center of the complex of the old pre-
fectural office building, which has been preserved as historically
significant. Completed in 1916, the old building is worthy of Yama-
guchi Prefecture, the home .of many senior statesmen of the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. And its preservation was
widely recommended by people from both within and without the
prefecture.

Resolving to make continued use of the old building, the prefec-
tural authorities produced a plan in which the old and the new are
splendidly contrasted: the old office building now stands in one part
of a plaza in front of the new one. Sculpture by an artist native to
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Yamaguchi Prefecture is used in conjunction with water drawn from
the mountains in the background to make this plaza a kind of civic
park saving the complex from the chilly official quality of many facili-
ties of the kind. The human emotional understanding demonstrated
by both the prefecture and the planners in developing this this history
park deserves great respect.

The interiors too reflect the same meticulous care and warmth in
planning. Both client and designers are to be praised for the way they
have set new standards for office architecture by such things as creat-
ing dwelling spaces with windows commanding beautiful views of
mountains and sky. The beauty and dignity of the building are fur-
ther enhanced by the careful excellence of the construction work car-
ried out by a group of firms. Cooperation among client, designers,
and contractors was of the utmost importance in the creation of these
excellent prefectural offices.
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