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Matsuyama City

Matsuyama University

Nikken Sekkei, planners, architects and en-
gineers

Shimizu Construction Co., Ltd.

completion date—— March, 1985
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T—NH A Fh 5288 View from the pool side

s the pool under the training room.
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2 Music room.
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REVIEW Keijin Kamino, Hiroshi Ichikawa and Yu Kubota

In recent years in Japan, universities have tended to abandon city
campuses for the suburbs. Whereas this enables them to improve and
expand their facilities, it has an unfortunately dissipating and weaken-
ing effect on the appeal of urban culture. The Matsuyama Industrial
College is an exception to the trend. Instead of moving away, it has
undertaken a campus-improvement plan in its present location in an
important part of the city of Matsuyama, overlooking Matsuyama
castle on the south.

This complex of buildings is on the site of an old gravel pit on a hill
facing the castle but on the opposite side of the campus. By making
use of this land, the project both expands the college facilities and
greatly improves the appearance of the general urban environment.
Since no more than about 300 meters separate them, unity is estab-
lished between the main campus and the new addition.

The outstanding design makes use of the V-shaped excavation
resulting from the gravel removal that exposed the rough surfaces of
the mountain. While doing this, it creates an architectural environ-
ment that is well-ordered in terms of structure, function, and space
and enhances the appearance of the surroundings by restoring a cover
of greenery.
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At the bottom of the V, like a great dish, is set an official-size swim-
ming pool (50 meters). The stands are the central feature on the west
slope of the V. A stairstep arrangement of classrooms rises up the east
slope; and a bridgelike structure, housing training rooms, crosses
above the pool to connect the east and west sides of the valley. In
addition, the complex includes an outdoor theater employing the
concave lay of the land. In other words, dynamic use has been made
of the valley to erect a splendid architectural environment from hori-
zontal, vertical, and sloping elements that fill a vast, unstable space.

Viewed from the poolside, the southerly oriented composition is
handsomely impressive; and the training-bridge spanning the valley
creates an appealingly light impression.

The ten levels—arranged in four banks—of stories in the classroom
building are connected by means of a slanting elevator and a parallel,
open stairwell. This combination is unusual and sporty, and the
breezes passing through this inclined space are refreshing.

The level of workmanship in the unfinished concrete used inside
and outside is very high. Intimate cooperation between designer and
contractor made it possible to overcome the difficulties inherent in.
the project and to produce a lively, meticulously made building.
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