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HIGASHI-YAMATO SHIRITSU CHUO TOSHOKAN (Higashi-Yamato City Library)
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location——————— Higashi-yamato City, Tokyo

owner———— Higashi-yamato City

architects—————— Sakakura Associates, architects and engi-
neers

contractor————— Asanuma-Gumi Co., Ltd.

completion date—— December, 1983
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1M 2=> 27 a2—+— Listening corner on the first floor.

2EBEVZrL A Reference room on the second floor.

Ya# a2 —-+— Children’s corner.
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REVIEW Yoshiro Ikehara, Masanobu Nakajima and Yoshiaki Kuramoto

Until recently, mobile libraries, called book-mobiles, were frequently
used in Higashi Yamato (population 68,000), a bedtown northwest of
Tokyo; but, at the ernest request of the local people, this permanent
library has been built on a level stretch of land in the center of the
city, in the neighborhood of the civic center and city hall.

The mayor’s insistence that a municipal library must be a place
where the citizens can feel at home and enjoy themselves became a
fundamental part of the designer’s approach to the project. Later,
when design work had started, the local setting and climate too came
to play a part.

Higashi Yamato is relatively blessed with plenty of greenery and,
though near Tokyo, still bears strong traces of its own geographical
and historical background. Though far from wealthy, it has devel-
oped in a steady fashion. And both the mayor and the designer were

intent on producing a library that the citizens could truly appreciate
and consider their own.

Within a space created by a large framework structure, a skylight
and heat-circulation walls play major architectural roles. The wave-
like glass wall enclosing the light-reading room and the newspaper
corner responds brightly and gently to the surroundings and the
nearby city hall building.

In this instance, serving as on-site supervisor too, the designer,
with his family, moved to Higashi Yamato two months before con-
struction began and lived there for three years. The contractor
admirably understood the enthusiasm of the client and the designer
and provided technical skill on an equal level of excellence. The
cooperation of the three made this outstanding building possible.
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