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KYUSHU KOSEI NENKIN KAIKAN (Kyushu Public Welfare Pension Hall)
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location————————Kitakyusyu City, Fukuoka Prefecture

owner————Social Insurance Agency
architects————Yasui Architects’ Office
contractors———Taisei Corporation

Ohbayashi Corporation
Okumura Construction Co., Ltd.

completion date——September, 1984
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REVIEW Sakae Omi, Masato Otaka and Keiji Yoshikawa

The city of Kita-Kyushu, once infamous for smoke and coal, is being
reborn. And, even before its completion, the local citizens were
entertaining almost excessive expectations of this new building as a
center of welfare, health, cultural, and recreational activities.

First, it is expected to be a large, compound welfare and social-
security office complex. But, in addition, it must house a diversity of
other functions, including auditorium, lodgings, conference rooms,
wedding center, dining hall, and sports facilities. In keeping with the
needs of local cultural organizations, the auditorium must be able to
accommodate classical concerts (with a pipe organ), popular music,
and theatrical performances.

Merely providing and placing all of the rooms required for the
auditorium functions would be difficult enough, but the problem is
aggravated by the need to satisfy all the other functional require-
ments imposed on the building. Dealing with it and making
selections and decisions demanded thoroughgoing consultation and
deliberation on the part of all involved parties, including users.

Keeping the height of the stage fly-tower and the hotel wing low;
the use of accents with the darkish exterior tile cladding; and even
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the placement of the entrance hall, which at first was difficult to
understand, are patently answers to practical needs and outcomes of
careful consideration. The design itself is conservative, and the build-
ing is characterized by the skill with which it rationally deals with
complicated demands and saves energy and human labor.

Since it opened, the local citizens have eagerly availed themselves
of the building, proving that its planning does in fact conform to
diverse demands. The manager never tires of talking of how the audi-
torium has made possible the first truly good orchestral concerts in
Kita-Kyushu and how the availability of an instrument is stimulating
the training of local people who can play the pipe organ. The effec-
tiveness of publicly financed architecture depends on the efforts of
the people who use it.

Technically the building is on the high level now expected of Japa-
nese architecture. All such factors as conception and supervision of
auditorium acoustics and the inset tiles that are an important feature
of the exterior demonstrate meticulous attention to excellence in all
things.
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