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REVIEW

The Osaka Techno-port Plan, one of the most widely discussed
aspects of the 1989 commemoration of the centennial of the incorpo-
ration of the city of Osaka, will include, in the region referred to as
Nanko-Hokubu, an international culture zone and other zones for
international development in trade, information, technology, and
recreation. Work on this new International Trade Fair Center is mov-
ing ahead faster than that on any of the other parts of the overall plan.

On the site, a rectangle of reclaimed land 500 meters east and west
by 250 meters north and south, in a facility on a par with anything
comparable in the world, will stand a multiple group of exhibition
halls (5,000-7,000 square meters) making it possible to hold several
fairs simultaneously. A central factor in the design and planning was
providing a space for the widest possible international exchanges in
which human beings and information too are considered parts of
exhibitions.

The facility is vast; and in its design it was necessary to take into
consideration energy reduction for each block, maintenance and
management, shortening of the construction term (in spite of the
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Yoshiro Ikehara, Masanobu Nakajima and Yoshiaki Kuramoto

difficulties imposed by the nature of the site as reclaimed land in a
bayside region), and cost reduction.

Seven exhibition halls and an administration building form a U
around the roofed Intex Plaza, a symbol of the entire complex, and
the open Sky Plaza. Through the main gate, these plaza spaces pro-
vide major access and serve as a facade symbolizing the huge crowds
of people who arrive by automobile and what is called the New Tram.
In addition, they expess the openness and transparency characteristic
of the complex.

The vaulted trusses and translucent teflon canvas roofing of Intex
Plaza visually negate gravity. The construction of the vault, which
has free-stranding posts 4.5 meters tall, was no doubt difficult and
technically demanding. The covering membrane, which is the first
instance of the use of a framework-membrane structure in Japan, had
to be carefully experimentally tested before actual installation. The
success with which these difficulties have been overcome deserves
considerable praise.
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