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AVANTI: Redevelopment on the South Side of Kyoto Station

FrE#— EHHEE R AL L EET location————— Kyoto City
BExr—  =#H owner—— — Kyoto City
E’igf%‘j‘?:ggﬁiggﬁi%@}%fmﬁiﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁ architects————— City Redevelopment Department,
Planning Bureau of the Kyoto City
() R ABR R EHS A K. Tohata & Associates, Architects
BIE —FHESHKXSH contractors————Toda Construction Co., Ltd.
HaEakte Tokyu Construction Co., Ltd.

Fujii-gumi Construction Co., Ltd.

HREHEHE
WI— 198311 B30A

completion date—— November, 1983
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The majority of urban development in
Kyoto has taken place on the north side of
Kyoto Station. For many years, attempts
have been made to bring a share of this deve-
lopment to the south side. The construction
of a station for the Super Express Rail Lines
was one such step. Twelve years have already
been devoted to the first phase of the redeve-
lopment project, the conclusion of which is
marked by the completion of this building,
which has a total floor area of 58,000 square
meters. Second and third redevelopment
phases are planned for the future.

The right side of the building (viewed
from Kyoto Station) houses specialty shops
and volume-sales stores on the first base-

ment and the first six stories. Banquet halls,
wedding-ceremony facilities, and a small
auditorium seating 362 people are on floors
seven and eight. On the left side is a hotel
(308 rooms) and restaurants. The two blocks
are connected on the third basement and the
third story.

Transportational terminal functions char-
acterize the planning. An underground pas-
sage connects with Kyoto Station. There is a
sunken garden at the point of junction be-
tween the two buildings, and a bus terminal
is situated at one side of the facade. The
entrances of both blocks open toward Kyoto
Station. Care for the needs of the handi-
capped is evident, and the glass-enclosed ele-

vator open from the outside and connecting
the first basement and the first two stories is
both comfortable and safe.

Though at a glance inconspicuous, the
exterior treatment of the commercial block
is a bold departure. On the outer sides of
escape balconies extending over three-quar-
ters of the periphery of the building is a
screen made of cast aluminum panels with
numerous slits. This system is an advance in
dealing with safety facilities in large com-
mercial buildings. In spite of forward-look-
ing measures of this kind, however, architec-
turally the building is moderate even conser-
vative.
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