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BUILDINGS FOR TOSHIBA AND TOKYO GAS
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location

owners

architects

contractors

Tokyo

Tokyo Gas Building: Tokyo Gas Co., Ltd.

Toshiba Building: Minato Tatemono Co., Ltd.
and The Dai-ichi Mutual Life Insurance Co.

Tokyo Gas Building: Mitsubishi Estate Co.,
Ltd.

Toshiba Building: Shimizu Construction Co.,
Ltd.

Tokyo Gas Building: Shimizu Construction
Co., Ltd.

Toshiba Building: Shimizu Construction Co.,
Ltd. and Kajima Corporation

completion date—— Tokyo Gas Building: February, 1984

Toshiba Building: March, 1984
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TOSHIBA BUILDING
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REVIEW

Though it was only a few years ago that Japa-
nese architecture triumphed over earth-
quakes and typhoons to move into the field
of high-rise buildings, such structures are
now considered so commonplace that height
alone no longer entitles a work to considera-
tion for a BCS Prize. The same degree of
design and construction excellence is
expected from all architecture, whether
high-rise or not.

Some of the judges felt that the recently
completed, massive high-rise Toshiba and
Tokyo Gas buildings, which are part of a
redevelopment plan for the whole Shibaura-
shore region, were not superior to several
other projects submitted for consideration as
BCS-prize applicants. But the overriding
opinion was a desire to recognize in some
way a project that, in spite of very difficult

Fumihiko Maki, Masato Otaka and Yoshiaki Kuramoto

environmental conditions on plots in a ware-
house district behind a National Railways
station, contributes to the improvement of
its whole neighborhood. Consequently,
since it was felt that a project of this kind
deserves notice within the whole context of
urban redevelopment in Japan, the buildings
have been given a special BCS Prize.

Shut off by several train lines on one side
and by the shore on the other, the district is
like an island with very little in the way of
transportation amenities. This isolation is
the main reason why nothing but ware-
houses were built there in the past.

In the broad view, this textbook-style
redevelopment plan is far-reaching. A first
step was the opening of a new entrance-exist
on the rear side of the nearby National Rail-
ways Hamamatsu Station and the construc-

tion of a bridge crossing the railway tracks.
This construction proved very difficult. Still
more future-oriented is the proposal to link
Tokyo with the opposite side of Tokyo Bay
by means of a bridge. Such a step would have
a highly invigorating effect on redevelop-
ment in this region.

Care to take measures to protect and
improve relations with neighboring sites too
is characteristic of this high-level redevelop-
ment project. For instance, large trees have
been planted around the Tokyo Gas Com-
pany, which stands next to a park at the loca-
tion of the former Shiba Detached Palace.
Extensive planted open spaces and plazas for
various events surround the Toshiba Build-
ing.
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