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HOKKAIDO KOTARO MIGISHI ART MUSEUM

FrfE— At EAL R P REIE =& FE15 location———— Sapporo City, Hokkaido

BEF —  dtBEREFRER owner——Hokkaido Board of Education

HEtE (¥Rt BEREBH—RETESEA architects———— Shin’ichi Okada, Architect and Associates

WIE — FEALTENRSH contractors———— lto-gumi Construction Cq., Ltd.
EKEREMR S Shimizu Construction Co., Ltd.

T 19834 3 288 completion date—— March, 1983
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1 "% Exhibition room.

2 B§JE/R"%E  Exhibition room.
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REVIEW Sakae Omi, Shoji Hayashi and Takeshi Yoshinari

Built on a part of the plot of the Hokkaido
governor’s official residence, this compact
museum was required to contribute to the
surrounding environment and to preserve
such buried cultural properties as pit dwel-
lings of the indigenous natives of the far-
northern island of Hokkaido that are found
in the vicinity. Consequently, the designer
gave precedence to placement planning. The
trees in the garden were preserved; and
meticulous surveys were made of all cultural
artifacts on the plot. For harmony with the
surroundings, the governor’s residence gar-
dens and distant views have been incorporat-
ed as figuratively borrowed elements in the
design of the museum garden.

The exterior of the museum recalls the
white boxlike atelier of the late artist Kotaro
Migishi, for whom the building is named.
Beveling the end walls to create a hexagonal

plan promotes harmony with the governor’s
residence and the nearby Hokkaido Office
Building. The height of the building has
been restricted to within ten meters.

The overall image is bright. Raising the
exhibition spaces off the ground made it pos-
sible to ensure views and natural illumina-
tion for the lounge and teashop within the
limited site area. The windows are as large as
being compatible with minimizing influence
of light on the exhibitions.

Members of the Migishi family at first
requested that interior illumination depend
largely on skylights. After the owner of the
building pointed out the impracticality of
such windows because of the accumulation
of snows in winter and because of the danger
of dew formation, it was decided to ensure
the desired degree of interior brightness by
combining an artificial light ceiling with

windows placed high in the walls. Movable
lighting fixtures are employed to suit the
needs of standing and special exhibitions
alike.

A number of factors demanded the high-
est technical skill and supervision in the
construction. First was the necessity of
building the museum without disturbing the
trees or the buried cultural properties on the
site. Second was the the severity of the
snowy Hokkaido winter.

The completion of this small museum
provides the citizens of the city of Sapporo
with an additional relaxation spot and greatly
enriches the cultural life of the entire region.
It fs said that on weekends miniature con-
certs—featuring mainly a quartet—are held
on the lobby staircase landing.
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