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TOKYO HIGH, DISTRICT AND SUMMARY COURTS OFFICE COMPLEX

rE——  RERHTFTREXESE 1-1-4 location—— Tokyo

BEF = x#HAFA owner——— Supreme Court

HEtE— ReFHYFAEBELRRIESEER architects——— Building and Repairs Department,

wIE— meme e
EHEZHARM contractors——— Kajima Corporation
EXREZMKNRESS Mitsui Construction Co., Ltd.

T 19844 4 B 268 Sumitomo Construction Co., Ltd.

completion date—— April, 1984
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Higisk — v Central hall.

I pF Y AFK— Entrance hall.
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KAk Main collegiate court.
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LilkiE  Collegiate court.
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REVIEW Sakae Omi, Shoji Hayashi and Takeshi Yoshinari

Built in the Kasumigaseki government dis-
trict of Tokyo, where high-rise buildings
have lately been increasing in number, this
office building serves the needs of the Tokyo
High Court, the Tokyo District Court, the
Tokyo Summary Court, and the First and
Second Public Prosecutor’s Inspection Com-
mittees.

The basic plan—a rectangular, nineteen-
story office building with a linear core—is
standard for office architecture; but the
actual stability of the building is greater than
appearance might suggest because the lower
9 stories (to a height of 40 meters) project
laterally to create a platform. The lowest
three stories project still farther, and the sec-

tion in the span direction is in three layers,
one on top of the other.

The most salient feature of the building is
the concentration of courtroom spaces made
possible because of the lateral projection of
the lower levels. Unparalleled in concentra-
tion in the world, the building houses a total
of 170 courtrooms including larger, confer-
ence courts and smaller independent courts.
Access to the courtrooms is separate for
judges, auditors, and defendants and is very
smoothly managed. Defendants arrive by
automobiles that drive directly into the base-
ment. From there, exculsive corridors lead
to the elevators closest to the suitable court-
room, where the defendant makes an imme-

diate appearance.

All of the courtroom spaces are window-
less, as is suggested by the blank walls of the
lower zone in which they are housed. Of
course, a completely artificial interior envi-
ronment makes court proceedings smoother
and more effective. But this design nonethe-
less inspires profound reflection on a techno-
logical civilization in which even the work of
justice—that is, to bring the truth into the
clear light of day—is conducted in a man-
made setting. Nonetheless, in terms of plan-
ning, design, and construction, the building
represents the very best in the office-build-
ing architecture of today.
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