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TASAKI BUILDING

FrEth——  EEEMPFHhREABERAET6-3-2 location———— Kobe City, Hyogo Prefecture
BEF —  HBEKKASH owner—— Tasaki Shinju Co., Ltd.
et KA AEEE architects————— Nikken Sekkei, planners, architects, and
engineers
BIE— KA SHERSHE
contractor————Kumagai-Gumi Co., Ltd.
WT——— 1983108 31H

completion date—— October, 1983
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Y b7 AMY Entrance.

I b7 AFK—v Entrance hall

MR 4R  South-east side.
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1 B E/R=E Display room.

1EERELZA,2SZ « €'Y 2D Display room on the 1st floor.

2B RIRR « AF4 Pr—n
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Main hall on the 2nd floor.
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REVIEW  Akio Okumura, Tei’ichi Takahashi and Tsutomu Kijima

Restrained in general mood, the Tasaki
building stands in the part of reclaimed Port
Island, in the San-no-miya district of Kobe,
that is called Fashion Town and is, appropri-
ately, given over to the clothing industry.
The fresh composition employs a dual axis:
that of the main building, which is placed at
an angle to the adjacent street, and that of the
tower and first-floor eaves, which is parallel
with the street.

A complex composition is the major cha-
racteristic of the design and is necessitated
by the variety of functions the building must
accommodate. First, it is the home offices of
the Tasaki Pearl Company. In addition to
offices, however, it must provide space for
business transactions and consultations, for a
pearl selection and processing plant, and
movement lines for general customers and
people who come to view the way the plant

operates. It is necessary to provide a move-
ment network for people related to all these
functions that ensures security and avoids
mutual disturbance.

To do this, two routes of pedestrian move-
ment—one for customers and visitors and
one for employees and buyers—rise from
two entrance halls. Though in general the
two are separate, the design makes possible
contact between them where necessary.
Spaces for pearl selection, processing, and
storage and offices for general business
affairs are placed to surround these more
public zones, thus making possible mutual
contact and service.

Experience and a keen eye are needed in
judging and selecting pearls for pricing. In
addition, flat, unchanging light is essential.
This has been ensured by placing spaces for
this function where they are naturally illu-

minated by northern light. Strip fenestration
for these spaces on the slanting north side is
one of the building’s characteristic features.
Visito(rs may observe part of this judging
process from behind a glass wall in the rear.

The exterior is covered with glazed tiles,
the color of which is based on the hue of
pearls. The inside color scheme too is re-
strained and generally of a pearllike quality.

About 89 percent of all Japanese pearl
transactions take place in Kobe. For this rea-
son, the basic idea behind the building was
to be a place that, more than merely provid-
ing offices for business purposes, presents an
overall picture of pearls. The project has suc-
ceeded in achieving this aim. In keeping
with this proposal, solid design and construc-
tion work has resulted in a balanced piece of
architecture.
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