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TAISHO MARINE AND FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY HEAD OFFICE BUILDING
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location——  Tokyo

owner———Taisho Marine and Fire Insurance Com-
pany

architects——  Nikken Sekkei, planners, architects, and
engineers

contractors Kajima Corporation

Mitsui Construction Co., Ltd.
Ohbayashi Corporation
Taisei Corporation

Fujita Corporation

The Zenitaka Corporation

completion date—— March, 1984
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eneral view of the facade. (above and below) Courtyard and roof garden.
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vt 7o g v—2a(24R5) Reception room on the 24th floor.

Y= — v Entrance hall.
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Main

conference hall.

v A g yov—2a(24R%)

Reception room on the 24th floor.
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2 B~ Dl Hall between the dining rooms on the 2nd floor.

2 f¥M2 285 Tea lounge on the 2nd floor.
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REVIEW Fumihiko Maki, Masato Otaka and Yoshiaki Kuramoto

In terms of design, construction, and super-
vision and management one of the most
outstanding buildings of its size completed
in recent times, this head office was built
under far from the best conditions of site,
budget, and construction term. The building
itself proves that architecture of this caliber
is possible only when client, designer and
contractor cooperate closely in the necessary
research.

Out of consideration for neighboring dis-
tricts, the overall site planning minimizes
the sense of the building’s size. Several
stands of trees have been planted between
the entrance way and the road in front of the
building to establish pleasant relations

between interior and exterior spaces.

Slightly lowering the lobby below the
level of the street relaxes the oppressiveness
often experienced in head-office buildings.
This, plus the courtyard surrounded by the
U-plan rear section of the building and the
powerful piece of sculpture by Kyubei Kiyo-
mizu placed in the center of the court,
generate a pleasant space in the heart of the
city.

A number of variations have been worked
on the fundamentally simple basic plan. For
instance, the placement of the core makes
possible deep office spaces that are open on
three sides. The centrally placed office-auto-
mation zone too is open in nature. These

and other measures employed in the plan-
ning are rich in suggestions for a new basic
office design.

The American granite that is the major
external cladding material has been beauti-
fully installed and produces a sense of mas-
siveness well suited to the head offices of an
insurance company. From the outset, the
client participated in all phases of the work
including design and construction. In sym-
bol of the enthusiasm devoted to the entire
project, a plaque bearing the names of
everyone who participated in it has been
installed directly beside the side entrance.
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