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i Auditorium.

[u]E £ [R5 Circular-plaza and colonnade.
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REVIEW Fumihiko Maki, Masato Otaka and Y oshiaki Kuramoto

Though, at the actual design stage, the lay of
the land on the site caused some minor alter-
ations, in general the basic plan of Gumma
Prefectural Women’s College, which was
selected as a result of a competition held in
1978 among twenty-one participants, has
been applied in preparing the campus. The
plan is characterized by building groups
enclosing a circular plaza and four other
plazas that make strong statements in rela-
tion to exterior spaces. Furthermore sur-
rounding the buildings with trees of a kind
locally used in windbreak groves is an excel-
lent way to create a striking new campus in a
largely undistinguished environment.

Other characteristics of the plan are the
way building heights have been restricted—
one story in the classroom buildings—to
impart a human scale to the four plazas and
the important role of the connecting cor-
ridors as communications spaces. The
school authorities strongly requested limita-
tions on building heights. And the result is a
very impressive campus, especially now
when, in educational institutions, high den-
sity is generally considered synonymous
with high-rise building.

The distinctive qualities of exposed con-
crete have been put to optimum use in many
places throughout the connecting corridors

for the sake of scale and design merits. Fur-
thermore the scale and the rhythm of the
spaces prevent the waste to which design of
this kind is prone.

Working under difficult conditions, the
designers and contractors maintained close
and highly creative relations throughout the
project.

Though at first glance the campus com-
position seems simple and basically geo-
metrical, various measures have been taken
to provide pleasure and spatial and visual
variety.
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