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location——  Osaka

owner—— — Osaka-jo Hall

architects——— Nikken Sekkei, planners, architects, and
engineers

contractors———— Taisei Corporation

Matsumura-Gumi Co., Ltd.

completion date—— September, 1983
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REVIEW Katsuji Shimada, Hiroshi Ichikawa and Nobuyuki Shinkai

The Osake Castle International Sports Hall,
popularly called Osaka-jo Hall, is large but
inconspicuous, familiar to the local popula-
tion but casual in mood. A major part of the
Osaka Twenty-first Century Plan commem-
orating the fourth centennial of the building
of Osaka Castle (Osaka-jo) the sports center
was designed in six months and built in a
year and a half.

It stands on the north of the castle beyond
the outer moat where a mound of debris for-
mally stood and constitutes part of an expan-
sion and improvement project for the public
park in which the castle is located. It
enriches the environment while at the same
time successfully satisfying requirements
connected with the historic nature of the
vicinity and with the need to avoid obstruct-

ing views of the castle from the rest of the
city.

The arena, which is largely underground,
is surrounded by walls of granite harmoniz-
ing with the castle ramparts. Horizontality
has been stressed to avoid generating any
sense of oppression. The gently curving lines
of the (verdigris-colored) copper roof make a
simple statement. Though this kind of roof
is out of keeping with the scale of the compo-
sition, it vitalizes the building while fitting it
neatly with the setting.

The vast oval-shaped interior (125 meters
long by 90 meters wide) accommodates
16,400 people and can serve many functions:
sports arena and the setting for musical per-
formances, shows, meetings, ceremonies,
and exhibitions. The greatest care has been

taken with air conditioning, lighting, and
acoustics. Within an overall plain design,
ingenuity and originality have been exer-
cised to improve performance and economy
in connection with the opening and closing
system of the ceiling; baffling for high, me-
dium, and low sounds; dispersal speaker pla-
cement; large image projection equipment;
and heating and cooling. The colorless gra-
dation of the interior color scheme creates a
sense of intimacy with the world of nature.
In terms of its equipment, the building
represents the use of various technological
systems for the sake of functional diversifica-
tion enabling the space to serve equally well
for a wide variety of sports and cultural
events.

33



SN
S RAAV

"I e %
= h':’ﬂ"\\l =
I

r
B
Bregmpa o - FTE TR ' # Cl T
e ‘ = BR ‘ 1 {r
NS Hor || I I JI joE | WA 1HL:1
L = | i e
W

7RIl EEBRIK

T =+ LEBORIR

BEFERM

DBE

1 BEFm MR 171,200 l




