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location—————— Ube City, Yamaguchi Prefecture
owner—— — Ube Kosan Building Ltd.
architects——— Murano and Mori, Associates Architects

contractors————Taisei Corporation
Ohbayashi Corporation

completion date—— October, 1983
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REVIEW Fumihiko Maki, Masato Otaka and Yoshiaki Kuramoto

The coal mines that once made Ube, in
Yamaguchi prefecture, famous have mostly
closed down now; and the city has become
one of the leading industrial centers in the
district of the Seto Inland Sea. The Ube
Industrial Company, which originally dealt
in coal, is one of the biggest organizations of
its kind in Japan and has strong historical
bonds with the local population. Further-
more it has contributed greatly to the quality
of life in the district by returning much of its
profits in one form or another to under-
takings for the benefit of the citizens. The
first of these was the Ube Public Hall, built in
memory of Yusaku Watanabe, the founder
of the company. With astounding foresight

and an appreciation of the value of culture,
Mr. Watanabe planned a modern civic audi-
torium for Ube at a time when few cities in
Japan could boast such a facility. The build-
ing was designed by the late Togo Murano

while he was still young and was one of -

the works that helped make him famous.
Though completed in 1944, in the last
month of World War II, the auditorium still
looks young today.

Mr. Murano died—over ninety years of
age—not long after completing the Ube
Industrial Building, which is a kind of legacy
to the city from a great architect. It is some-
how fitting that one of his first and one of his
last buildings should both be located in Ube.

The need for a compound building of this
kind, which includes offices, conference
rooms, and a hotel, was strongly felt in con-
nection with improving the urban-func-
tional level of a city with both an airport and
a harbor. It seems likely that the building
will play an important part in future interna-
tional exchanges and, since not many com-
parable cities can expect to have such a facil-
ity, will no doubt be of great advantage to
Ube itself.

The undertaking itself, the sophisticated
design, the construction, the dignified
finishing, and the record of total safety all
deserve the highest praise.
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