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ERADE Y S8 41376 L b AHU % (above) Front side. (right) Upward view of the west side.




(left) Entrance hall of the shops on the tenth
(top) Banquet room. (above) Guest room.
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REVIEW Katsuji Shimada, Hiroshi Ichikawa, Nobuyuki Shinkai

The sleek, smart Imperial Hotel Tower, rising beside the
tracks of the National Railways Tokaido Line, commemo-
rates the ninetieth year since the founding of the Imperial
Hotel and architecturally is oriented toward the twenty-
first century.

Built in 1890, the first Imperial Hotel was wood-
frame with brick and was designed in a Renaissance style.
The famous brick and oya-stone Imperial, designed by
Frank Lloyd Wright and completed in 1923, was a land-
mark in prewar organically planned architecture. It was
replaced in 1970 by a 17-story (1,500 guest rooms) tower
designed by Teitar0 Takahashi, which served the many
visitors who came to Japan that year for the Osaka World
Exposition and the many more who have come as air
travel has shifted into the jumbo-jet age. During the suc-
ceeding decade, in spite of the oil crisis, the Imperial Hotel
continued to internationalize and diversify until it entered
a third phase of development, symbolized by this newest
architectural addition, a tower (4 basements and 31 stories
with a height of 130 meters) connecting with the main
building.

Shops and restaurants are located on floors one through
four, rental offices on floors five through eighteen, and
hotel rooms on floors twenty through thirty-one. To the
Imperial’s tradition of international-style high quality, this

new building adds contributions to urban society and the
surrounding environment in the forms of shopping plaza
and offices. Clear expression of level zones in the exterior
appearance of the building generates urban harmony.

The long arm of the T-shaped plan of the tower is
aligned with the long arm of the cruciform plan of the main
building, and the two together form an important part of
the skyline. Though the older building is clad in metallic
panels and the newer one in ceramic tiles set in precast-
concrete panels, the greatest care has been exercised to
harmonize the two and to contribute to the dignity and
calm of the neighborhood. The architect is to be con-
gratulated for skillfully blending two buildings of different
ages.

The crowded region and the proximity of both the
National Railways and subway lines exerted a great in-
fluence on construction, which had to proceed on the basis
of a very carefully evolved strategy. Furthermore, the build-
ing that stood on the site was vital to the service functions
of the hotel. Managing construction of the new building
so as to avoid halting any of those service functions im-
mensely aggravated the difficulty of the construction work.
Ironically, however, the finished building, with its modern
elegance and effortless grace, gives little evidence of the
hardships involved in its production.
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